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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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The Man Who 


Laughs at 
Eternal Hell-Fire 


By Dr. Lee Roberson, 
Pastor Highland Park Baptist Church; 
President Tennessee Temple Schools, Chattanooga, Tennessee 


4 


“And these shall qo away into everlasting punishment: 
but the righteous into life eternal.”—Matt. 25 :46. 


We are dealing with a subject of the most solemn sig- 
nificance. We are going to talk about the eternal state of a 


man without Christ. 


The world has many sad and 
tragic stories. For example, a few 
days ago I read the story of a 
mother who is going to die in 
California’s gas chamber. She was 
pictured in the paper, holding 
her eighteen-month-old son, Tom- 
my, for the last time before her 


Dr. Lee Roberson 


death. She was convicted of the 
murder of another woman, This 
is a sad story, and enough to 
break the heart of any mother. 

Again, I read the story of a 
young lad who killed a girl and 
now he is being sentenced to life 
imprisonment. Perhaps the sen- 
tence is too light, but still it is 
a sad -thing for a young man to 
throw away his life and to spend 
his days behind iron bars. 

Here is the story of the ex- 
plosion on board an aircraft car- 
rier. We read that thirty-six were 
killed and thirty were injured. 


 |This was a sad occurrence. 


Recently our town gave assist- 
ance to a couple who were maim- 
ed by a drunken driver. Both 
mother and father were seriously 


-;|injured and each of them lost a 


limb. This is a story of sadness. 
We could go on _ indefinitely, 


ee but all of these sad stories are 


as nothing compared to the loss 


tof one eternal soul in an eternal 


Hell. 

- Since the subject is so serious, 

I am going .to investigate what 

the greatest One of all the ages 

has to say about it. We are going 
(Continued on page 6) 


How You Can 


UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE 


By Dr. R. A. Torrey, 1856-1928 


How to Interpret the Bible so as to Find It’s True Meaning 


“For we are not as the many, corrupting the word of God: but 
as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in 


Christ.”—II, Cor. 2:17, R. V. 


Therefore seeing we have this ministry, even as we obtained 
mercy, we faint not: but we have renounced the hidden things of. 
shame, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully; but by the manifestation of the truth commending our- 
selves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our 
gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them that perish: in whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not 


dawn upon them.”—TII. Cor, 4: 1-4, 


R. V. 


“Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of 


truth.”—II, Tim. 2:15, R. V. 
“The devil ... saith unto him, 


... It is written.”—Matt, 4:5-7. 


My subject this morning is, How 
to Interpret the Bible so as to 
Find Its True Meaning. I have 
four texts. The first is II Corin- 
thians 2:17, R.V.: 


“For we are not as the many, 
corrupting the word of God: but 
as of sincerity, but as of God, in 
the sight of God, speak we in 
Christ.” 


The word translated “corrupt- 
ing” in this verse is the participle 
of a verb derived from a noun 
meaning “a tavern keeper, or a 
wine merchant, a petty retailer, a 
huckster, a peddler,” and the 
thought is that as tavern keepers 
and wine merchants and peddlers 
frequently adulterate their wines 
or fruits, or other wares, so many 
alleged teachers of the Word of 
God adulterate the Word of God. 
That is certainly true of not a few 
preachers and “Bible teachers’’. 
and “theological professors” in 
America and elsewhere in these 


Christians, During Great Tribulation on Earth Have 


A DATE IN HEAVEN 


Prophesied Events in Heaven Demand that Saints Be Taken Out a Considerable Time Before Christ Returns to 
Take Up His Reign on David’s Throne, Will Be in Heaven During Great Tribulation 


By Editor John R. Rice 


Last week we showed that the imminence of Christ’s coming, since He may come 
at any minute for His saints, without a moment’s notice, proves that the Great Tribu- 
lation, (a prophesied, scheduled period of exactly three—and a half years, forty-two 
months, or 1,260 days) cannot come before the saved are caught up. Now we show 


Heaven, clearly foretold, which makes it impossible 


for them to stay on earth during the Great Tribulation. 


It is true that Christ must come 
back in the clouds of Heaven with 
the armies of Heaven, regather 
the Jews, gather all nations to 
Jerusalem and judge them, and 
then set up His throne and reign 
on David's throne at Jerusalem. 
Many Scriptures so teach. We 
properly pray, “Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done IN 
EARTH, as it is in heaven.” The 
angel promised Mary that the 
Lord God would give Jesus “the 
throne of his father David: And he 
shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end” (Luke 1:32, 
33). But many things must hap- 
pen to the saints of God before 
that time! 

In Matthew 24:29 Jesus tells us 
that “Immediately after the trib- 
ulation of those days .. .” He 
will return, regather the Jews by 


angelic messengers, etc. So, the 
kingdom on earth will begin 
“Immediately after the tribula- 
tion,” Jesus says... But that does 
not leave enough time for certain 
great events which are clearly 
scheduled for the saints of God 
in Heaven. No, the events that are 
scheduled for Christians between 
the rapture and Christ’s return 
to reign, bringing these same 
saints with Him, make necessary 
the rapture of the saints before 
the tribulation time. 


1, Christians Must Be Caught 
UP Into the Clouds to 
Meet Christ 

The momentous events of the 
first phase of the second coming 
of Christ are told in I Thes- 
salonians 4:16 and 17: 


“For the Lord himself shall de-}|: 
scend from heaven with a shout,|: 
with the voice of’ the archangel, |: 
and with the trump of God: and 


the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.” 

The tremendous event will be 
ushered in with a _ shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God. The Chris- 
tian dead will be raised and the 
Christian living will be instantly 
changed, ‘“Then we which are alive 


‘and remain shall be caught up 


together with them in the clouds, 


to meet the Lord in the air...” 


This Scripture indicates that 
there will be an interval between 
Christ’s coming to catch away 
His saints, and His’ return in 
power to manifest Himself to the 
world and set up His kingdom. 
All of us who are saved will be 
“caught up together ... in the 


(Continued on page 7) 


days. Paul says he was not in 
that contemptible, disreputable 
business; and we ought to be care- 
ful that we are not, when we 


‘teach or when we study God's | 


Word. 

Our second text is II Corin- 
thians 4:1-4: 

“Therefore seeing we have this 
ministry, even as we obtain mercy, 
we faint not: but we have re- 
nounced ‘the hidden. things of 
shame, not walking in craftiness, 
nor handling the word of God de- 
ceitfully; but by the mamnfesta- 
tion of the truth commending our- 
selves to every man’s conscience 
in the sight of God. And even if 
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
in them that perish {are perish- 
ing|: in whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of 
the unbelieving, that the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should 
not dawn upon them.” 

The word translated “handling 


‘ 


Dr. R. A. Torrey 


deceitfully” in these verses means 
to “corrupt” as metals are debased 
or wine adulterated, and the 
thought is that of debasing the 


pure gold of God’s Word, or adult- _ 


erating the pure wine of God’s 
Word, by mingling with it false 
ideas. That too is a common prac- 
tice today. Paul says that he has 
“renounced the hidden things of 
shame” and that he is “not walk- 
ing in {theological! craftiness 
[cunning or subtlety |’’"—it is evi- 
dent that he had not had the ad- 
vantage of an education in some of 
our American institutions—and 
that he was not debasing the pure 
gold of “the Word of God’ or 
adulterating the pure wine of the 
“Word of God” by mixing in his 
own preconceived notions. Here 
(Continued on page 8) 


FREE! 


Beautiful Christmas 
Book, ‘‘I Love Christ- 
mas,’ With 3 One- 
year Subscriptions to 

THE SWORD OF 

THE LORD 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD now goes weekly to about 


112,000 subscribers. We want 


30,000 more subscriptions in a 


hurry. Therefore we have prepared the beautiful, spiritual, 
desirable Christmas gift for everyone who will renew his own 
subscription for three years, or for everyone who will send 
three yearly subscriptions, whether to himself or others. 


The regular subscription price is 
$2.50 per year, three years for 
$5, in the United States. Cana- 


dian and foreign subscriptions are | 


50c more per year, $6.50 for three 
years. So this new, lovely book, 
I Love Christmas, is our free gift 
to those who send three one-year 
subscriptions or one three-year 
subscription. 


Can You Answer? 


Suppose someone comes to ob- 
ject to Christmas. Do you know 


the answer to their’ questions? 
Suppose someone says, “Christ 
was not born on December 25, 
Why celebrate Christmas?” You 
will find that answer in the first 
chapter of this book, J Love 
Christmas. 

Suppose someone says, “Christ- 
mas means ‘Christ’s Mass.’ To 
celebrate Christmas means follow- 
ing Romanism?” Do you know the 

(Continued on page 4) 


Pace Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


THE 


eviror’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


What a stew we have had here]. 


in THE Sworpd OF THE Lorp of- 
‘fices, preparing the book, I Love 
Christmas, selecting the chapters 
we should use, correcting them, 
writing the preface, deciding on 
the picture for the front cover, se- 
Jecting the colors in which the cov- 
@r will be printed, getting paper of 
the right kind, getting the type 
set, proof read, corrections made, 
getting a contract with the book- 
binder—we have really worked 
hard on it. And now be sure to 
get free copies of this book. This 
lovely $2 book will be sent free 
with three one-year subscriptions 
for $5 in the United States ($6.50 
in Canada and foreign countries). 


Northwestern College 
Board Meeting 

Yesterday, Tuesday, October 11, 
[ tiew to Minneapolis to be present 
at the meeting of the board of 
trustees of Northwestern College. 
The godly men who make up the 
board met for dinner at 5:30 and 
then continued in the board meet- 
ing till nearly nine. And I caught 


a night train back to Chicago, and } :. 
was back in my office by ten- 


thirty today. 

The Northwestern Schools (now 
called Northwestern College) was 
founded by Dr. 
pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Minneapolis. Dr. Richard Elvee 
is now the president, a_ trained 
educator, a sincere, good man of 
God. We believe the work is pros- 
@ering. The enrollment for this 
semester is 690 with the prospect 
of a good increase next year. Dur- 
fing the past year, income was 
$15,000 more than expenses. There 
‘are still heavy debts on the school, 


but business management is solid, | 


academic standards are increasing- 
Jy high, and there is a fine spirit 
at the school. There are students 
from 33 states and 7 foreign coun- 
tries. There are 25 denominations 
wepresented, but about haif of the 
‘*¢tudents are Baptists. Some 68 are 
enrolied in the seminary and the 
others are nearly equally divided 
between the Bible college and the 
college of liberal arts. 


Worker Needed 

This soul-winning work needs 
more office help. If you are train- 
ed or experienced in office work, 
typing or bookkeeping, if you feel 
called to a lifetime of Christian 
work, if you are willing to work 
Steadily at a difficult job for less 
pay than you could get in princi- 
pai cities at secular work, will 
. you prayerfully consider coming 
to work for THE Sworp oF THE 
orp? We are not interested in 
temporary or part-time workers. 
You need the surrender, the con- 
secration, and stedfastness such as 
is required in a foreign missionary. 
But if you want to help me in 
this great soul-winning work by 
doing hard office work regularly 


W. B. Riley, long | 


For those who wish to give 
subscriptions at rock-bottom 
cost, without receiving any 
premium, we continue’ the 
following wonderful offer: 


Send 25 or more subscrip- 
tions to THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, by January 1 and you 
may have them at the re- 
markable basic rate of $1.50 
per year in the United 
States, $2 per year in Cana- 
da, and foreign countries, 
with NO PREMIUMS GIV- 
EN. We urge that wherever 
possible pastors and church 
officials see that THE Sworp 
OF THE LorRD is put in the 
church budget and sent to 
every resident family of the 
church. We urge that Chris- 
tian people send THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD to each family 
of relatives and near friends, 
Ifyou cannot send 25 sub- 
scriptions at once, you may 
send part of them at one 
time and part at another 
time, just so that you men- 
tion, in each letter, “This 
is on a quota of 25 subscrip- 
tions which I agree to send 
by January 1.” 

Where the church or pas- 
tor or responsible Christian 
groups guarantee the sub- 
scriptions, they may be paid 
for a whole church by the 
quarter or by the month at 
12% cents per month, $1.50 
a year, but that must be on 
an official agreement with 
the church that it is to go 
to 25 or more members or to 
the families of entire resi- 
dent membership, . 


PUDRRGTCIESALATERTG TA e a eateat, 


for Jesus Christ, please write me. 


Tell me your age, training, experi-: 


ence, and if you feel definitely led 
of God to enter this sacrificial 


‘work permanently. Address Editor 
‘John R. Rice; 214 West Wesley; 


Wheaton, Illinois. 


Cash Gifts for Ministers and 
Missionary Subscription 
Fund Needed 


While thousands are sending in 
subscriptions for loved ones, rel- 
atives, friends, and neighbors, we 
desperately need some large gifts 
to take care of missionaries, na- 
tional workers in foreign coun- 
tries, some ministerial students 
and ministers who need THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. We have the names. 
We know where to send THE 
Sworp. I am trying to give liberally 
to this. matter. Will you help? 
Pray about it, send a good gift in 
Jesus’ name to the Ministers and 
Missionary Subscription Fund: A 
receipt will be sent you, and 
money given may be reported for 
income tax deduction because THE 
SworD is a recognized nonprofit 
religious enterprize. Hadn’t you 
better give money to send 
THE SWORD OF THE LorRD to minis- 
ters and missionaries and Chris- 
tian workers than to pay the 
money in taxes? Please pray about 
it and help in this good missionary 


work. Address the editor; THE 
Sword OF THE Lorp; Wheaton, 
Illinois. 
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Ministerial Students! 


Write for Form on Which You May Order Free Literature if You Are a 
Ministerial Student Now in Actual Training 


By the Editor 


After a great deal of earnest 
prayer, we have felt led of God 
to make an investment in the min- 
isterial students of America by of- 
fering them selected books of my 
own, which have proved a bless- 
ing to many. It will take thou- 
sands of dollars to do what we 
have in mind. God will surely 
need to raise up Christians to help 
me bear the expense. But trust- 
ing in God, we are setting out to 
have an investment in the lives 
and ministries of preacher boys, 
those who are in actual minis- 
terial training in Christian schools. 

We have prepared a form list- 
ing some of the books that are 
available. If you are a ministerial 


‘student and want to take advan- 


tage of this free gift, please write 
for a form, fill it out properly, 
and mail it in. Request for free 
literature for ministerial students 
must be on this form. 


Address your letter to Dr. John 
R¢ Rice, editor, THE SwoORD OF’ THE 
Lorp, Wheaton, Illinois. 


I trust that Christian people 
will help me pray for the means 
and the wisdom to carry out the 
plan God has laid on our hearts. 

A good Christian brother was 
burdened about this matter and 
has sent money from time to time 
so that we might send the book, 
Lodges Examined by the Bible, to 


ministerial students. Hundreds of 
students have received the book 
this way. 

Last year we gave the book, 
Prayer—Asking and Receiving, to 
every student in Philadelphia Bi- 
ble Institute. 

A year or sO ago we gave over 
$1,000 worth of books to students 
of New Orleans Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary, on individual re- 
quests from students. 


We have heard wonderful evid- 
ences of God’s blessings on these 
books. And we determined, by 
God’s help, to see that others 
have a chance at them, 

This is a step of faith. Proverbs 
11:25 says, “The liberal soul shall 
be made fat: and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself.” We 
remember also that the Scripture 
says, “He which sowéth sparing- 
ly shall reap also sparingly; and 
he which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully” (II Cor. 9 
6). 

If some reader wants to make 
a serious gift to a worthy pro- 
ject, we should love to have your 
help in this matter. Meantime, en- 
courage ministerial students to 
write for the form to fill out re- 
questing free literature for minis- 
terial students. 


Should Fundamental Christians Support 


the American Bible Society? 
By the Editor 


The American Bible Society, we 
understand, has changed ‘its con- 
stitution to allow it to distribute 
portions of the Scripture, and the 
entire New Testament, in the Re- 
vised Standard Version, explain- 
ing that the denominations that 
sponsor the Bible Society -wish 
it. Most of the Scriptures, how- 
ever, are still distributed in the 
King James Version, we under- 
stand. 

The publication of the Revised 
Standard Version, New Testanient 
and portions, necessarily involves 
an endorsement of the RSV, 
translated principally by modern- 
ists. Hence many Christians who 
have been generally supporting 
the work of the American Bible 
Society are coming to doubt 
whether they should support the 
Society any longer with gifts in 
view of the fact that it caters 
especially to modernistic leader- 
ship of certain principal denomina- 
tions. We feel this should be a 
matter of earnest prayer. 


With this in mind we publish 
a letter to the Ameri¢gan Bible 
Society by a noble Christian wo- 
man. 


Mother of Martyred 
Missionary Writes 
Protest 


September 19, 1955 
Riverside Drive, 
Route 1, 

Macon, Ga., 


The American Bible Society, 
450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 


Some weeks ago we. learned 
through our daughter, Miss Eliza- 
beth Birch who is a member ot 
the staff at the Source of Light 
Mission, at Madison, Georgia, that 
the Source of Light Mission was 
printing some 30,000 copies of the 
Gospel of John because they were 
unable to purchase them from you 
excepting in the Revised Standard 
Version, and» that they plan to 
print 30,000 copies of the Gospel 
of John in Spanish. 

Instead of mailing a check to 
you for gospel distribution as we 
have been doing, we immediately 
sent our check. to Madison, as we 
are not in sympathy with the 
publication, distribution or use of 


this Revised Standard Version. 


A recent issue of the Western 
Voice, published by Dr, Harvey H. 
Springer of Englewood, Colo., 
stated that the American Bible 
Society was planning to change its 
constitution to pave the way for 
printing the whole Bible in this 
new version. 


In the September 5th issue of 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, publish- 
ed by Dr. John R. Rice of 
Wheaton, Ill., an article by Dr. 
John Wimbish, pastor of the Cal- 
vary Baptist Church of New York 
City, N. Y., regarding the Revised 
Standard Version, stated: “Alert 
Christians ... are cognizant that 
the translators of the Revised 
Standard Version are practically 
all modernists and that almost 
unanimously the twenty-two men 
listed on the flyleaf of the book 
have long since let the world know 
by tongue and pen that they are 
opposed to the deity of Christ, His 
virgin birth, His bodily resurrec- 
tion and His blood atonement for 
sin.” 


If it is true that you plan -to 
continue to print portions of the 
Scripture and propose to print 
the entire Bible in this modernistic 
version, We cannot send further 
gifts to you. 

I shall appreciate hedring from 
you as to your position in the 
matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs. George S.) Ethel Ellis 
Birch (Mother of missionary John 
M. Birch martyred by Chinese 
communists at Suchow, China.) 


Want Swords to Pass 
Out in Hospitals, 
Jails, Homes? 


We have on hand a number of 


recent issues which may be used]. 


very profitably to give out in 
homes or institutions. You may 
have them for only 3c each, to 
cover the cost of wrapping and 
mailing, and you may order as 
many copies as you need. Sorry, 
but we cannot accept any but 
pre-paid orders, and the choice of 
issues must be left up to us. Or- 
der 50 or 100 now; see what a 
blessing you'll get as you give 
them out, 


‘Friday, October 28, 1955 


a) 


The Editor Answers <8 
Young People's 


4 Questions 


Why does an all-powerful God 
let such things happen as the star- 
vation of innocent children? 


Surely a little thought or a little 
reading of the Word of God would 
bring to your mind that God made 
man as a creature of choice and 
will. We are not animals. We are 
not machines or robots. God gave 
men the right to choice, but that 
necessarily involves rewards for 
seeking His face and pleasing 
Him, and punishment for sins, 
To blame God for the disasters 
that men bring upon themselveg 
and upon their children is silly, 

Would you have it so that a 
man should never have any joy 
in his own children? Would you 
have it so that a man would 
never suffer because his_ sins 
brought suffering to his children? 
If so, then you would take away 
all the joy and responsibility of 
parenthood. So a leader must be 
responsible for his followers: So a 
government must be responsible 
for its citizens. That is absolutely 
necessary for human virtue and 
human responsibility and human 
happiness. 


It is obvious that God hag 
plenty of provision in nature for 
the welfare and happiness of man- 
kind. It is only by our sins that 
we bring trouble upon ourselves 
and upon others around us. Yet 
I give my earnest testimony that 
I know by many years’ experience 
that God provides for and pro- 
tects the children of those who 
love Him and trust Him and serve 
Him. 

Only by an honest facing of the 
sin question, and by realizing that 
sin must. be punished and that a 
holy God must bring sin to judg- 
ment can you understand the 
problems of evil in this world. 


Why does the Lord let mission<- 
aries and other Christian workers 
die, and let bad people live? 


In the first place, one must not 
suppose that a person has been 
done a wrong by the Lord’s tak- 
ing him home to Heaven. The 
Bible clearly teaches that to de- 
part and be with Christ is far 
better than to remain on earth, 
Many Christians have a_ foolish 
idea that Heaven is simply an 
old people’s home, that it is not 
nearly as good as living on earth! 
How unbelieving and foolish that 
conception of Heaven is! I do not 
wonder that God sometimes wants 
the very youngest and most proms 
ising to come on to Heaven be< 
fore old age. If those who have 
gone to Heaven had a choice, they 
would choose to stay with the 


‘| Lord. The grief and tragedy are 


only in our own hearts, because 
we miss them, 


When wicked people are killed, 
they go straight to Hell.-The Lord 
in His lovingkindness knows that 
it is certainly better for a Chris- 
tian to die than for.a lost person. 
The Christian enters into eternal 
happiness and the sinner enters 
into eternal torment. We should 
not wish sinners to be suddenly 
sent to Hell, while God’s mercy is 
still held out, and while they may 
have a chance to repent, 
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OF THE LORD when answer- 
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Methodist Doctrine 
Concerning the 


Virgin Birth of | 
Christ. 


By Rev. W. A. Swift 
Methodist Minister, Monteagle, Tennessee 


-JIn recent years much discus- 
sion and confusion have arisen 
concerning the virgin birth of 
Christ. In top ranking places the 
virgin birth of Christ as taught 
in the Bible has been questioned. 

Young preachers have come to 
me very much disturbed over 
such teaching in college, One, who 
said he did not want to give up 
his mother’s religion, said he was 
asked this question by a college 
professor, “Which do you think is 
the most reasonable, that Christ 
had one parent or twa?” I can 
name sevéral young preachers who 
quit the ministry largely, no doubt 
because of such teaching. I have 
a godly conviction that it is due 
young preachers, as well as mil- 
lions of members of the Methodist 
Church, that they have brought 
to their attention, for investiga- 
tion and consideration, the doc- 
trine of the Methodist Church 
concerning the virgin birth of 
Christ. 

I have been a member of the 
Methodist Church sixty-nine 
years, a licensed preacher for six- 
ty-four years, and a close student 


. of Methodist history and Method- 


ist doctrines. And since I think 
@ wrong impression is being made 
out to the general public, as well 
as Methodist people, I wish to 
give an outline of Methodist doc- 
trine relative to this matter. I dis- 
cussed the doctrine of the Method- 
ist Church on this matter with 
Dr. J. T. Blackwood, retired Me- 
thodist preacher, living at Mont- 
éagle, almost ninety-eight years of 
age, a long time pastor and pre- 
siding elder, and delegate to the 
general conference, who said I was 
absolutely correct in my under- 
standing of Methodist doctrine in 
this matter. 

In 1778, John Wacley made the 
following statement: “As to things 
which do not strike at the root 
of Christianity, we think and let 
think.’ Any well versed person, 
in Methodist history knows that 
he meant by the “rootof Chris- 
tianity” the virgin birth of Christ, 
blood atonement, justification by 
faith, witness of the Spirit, re- 
surrection of the body, etc. All of 
these are clearly defined in his 
sermons and writings. In the last 
ten years, I have heard, “Think 
and let think” greatly emphasized 
without fully qualifying the full 
statement made by John Wesley. 

Nowhere in Methodist history, 
as far as I recall, did John Wesley. 
ever question the virgin birth of 
Christ, neither do I recall, in my 
wide range of acquaintances with 
thousands of Methodist preachers 
questioning the virgin birth of 


‘Christ, until some twenty-five or 


thirty years ago. Questioning the 
virgin birth of Christ does not 
harmonize with the Bible (Matt. 
1:18-20, Luke 1:34.35, John 1:1), 
Wor does it harmonize with the 
Apostles’ Creed, which Methodists 
repeat, as a rule, in every Meth- 
odist Church on Sunday through- 
out Methodism of 9,500,000 mem- 
bers. 

The Apostles’ Creed begins this 
way: “I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son our Lord; who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary.”- This is in 
harmony with the Bible (Matt. 
1:18-20, and Luke 1:34,35). The 
Methodist Discipline says, para- 
graph 62, “The Son, who was the 
Word of the Father, the very and 
eternal God.” 

The Methodist Church proclaims 
to the world that we are in har- 
mony with the Bible, the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Methodist preachers, when join- 
ing the Annual Conference are 
asked: 

“Have you studied the doctrines 
of the Methodist Church? After 
full examination do you believe 


that our doctrines are in harmony 
with the Holy Scriptures? Will 
you preach and maintain them?” 

When a Methodist Bishop is 
consecrated, he is asked this 
question: “Are you ready with all 
faithful diligence to seek and to 
promote the truth of Christ and 
to defend the Church against all 
doctrine contrary to God’s Word?” 
He answers in the affirmative. 

Certainly it should be plain to 
every reasonable person, that all 
Methodist preachers say they be- 
lieve “Our doctrines are in har- 
mony with the Holy Scriptures’”’ 
and that every bishop in the 
Methodist Church makes a prom- 
ise to “defend the Church against 
all doctrine contrary to God's 
Word” which is the Bible. Now 
turn to Matthew 1:18-20 and Luke 
1:34,35 and you will read what 
has been the established standard 
of doctrine of the Methodist 
Church in all her history concern- 
ing the virgin birth of Christ. 

If all our preachers take a vow 
to “preach and maintain” the doc- 
trine in harmony with the Church, 
take a vow to ‘“‘defend the Church 
against all doctrine contrary to 
God’s Word’ certainly they will 
defend the virgin birth of Christ, 
so clearly enunciated in Matthew 
1:18-20 and Luke 1:34, 35. 


The above article by Rev. W. 
A. Swift, licensed Methodist 
preacher for the last sixty-four 


years, was sent to us by the 
‘author who requested that we 


publish it in THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, which we are glad to do. 

Now let everyone consider when 
a Methodist preacher vows that 
he has studied the doctrines of 
the Methodist Church, that after 
full examination he believes them 
to be in harmony with the Holy 
Scripture and solemnly vows to 
“preach and maintain them,” then 
if such a preacher denies the vir- 
gin birth, the infallible inspiration 
of the Scriptures, the blood a- 
tonement, and such matters, can 
he be an honest, moral man in 
violating such a vow? When a 
Methodist bishop vows that he is 
“ready with all faithful diligence 
to seek and to promote the truth 
of Christ and to defend the 
Church against all doctrine con- 
trary to God’s Word,” and then 
he denies the inspiration of the 
Bible, the blood atonement, the 
deity of Christ, as Bishop Oxnam 
and many other bishops of the 
Methodist Church, and when he 
helps set up a course of study in 
Methodist schools which teaches 
against the historic Christian faith 
as in most Methodist seminaries 
and colleges, then who can have 
any confidence in their bishops’ 
moral integrity? 

And how can any honest Meth- 
odist continue to support any 
preacher or bishop who has taken 
such vows tongue-in-cheek and 
does not keep them, who took holy 
vows to get a job and does not 
have the moral courage to leave 
the church and go with his in- 
fidel friends. 

We are glad to publish this ar- 
ticle by our Methodist friend. It 
should certainly cause_ serious 
thought among Bible-believing 
Methodists who are still support- 
ing infidels in the church like 
Bishop Oxnam who says that the 
God of the Old Testament is a 
dirty bully to require the blood 


atonement. 


ENCLOSE A LABEL! 


if you have to write us about a 


change of address, or to make a 
complaint, please enclose a label, It 
will help us to answer you speedily 
and accurately. 
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Ground was broken by Scripture 
Press Foundation of Chicago, Illinois, 
during the dedication ceremony 
September 25 at the site in Wheaton. 


| Dlinois for the building soon to be 


constructed to provide office, edi- 
torial and mailing space. The build- 
ing will cover 86,000 sq. ft. located 
on a 10 acre plot on College Avenue. 
Wheaton, and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Glen Ellyn. 


Mr. Victor E. Cory, President of 
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BOOK REVIEWS IN THIS COLUMN 
WILL USUALLY BE BY JUDGES OF 
THE SWORD BOOK CLUB AND WILL 
BE SIGNED. 


GUIDANCE TO THE STUDY 
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT (An 
Objectivé Approach), by Thomas 
Meadows, Ph.D., Ed.D., Vantage 
Press, Inc., New York, 291 pages, 
$4.50. 


Here is a different kind of work 
book on the Old Testament, For 
example, on each book or section 
of the Old Testament there will 
be I. an outline of major and 
minor topics; II. comments, meth- 
ods, questions, and exercises, in- 
cluding comments, special methods 
of study, discussion questions, and 
exercises for practice; and III. ob- 
jective questions and exercises for 
study. This book may be ordered 
from the author at 2007 West 
45th Street, Kansas City, Kansas. 


THE ROOT OF THE RIGHT- 
EOUS, by A. W. Tozer, Christian 
Publications, Inc., Harrisonburg, 
Pennsylvania. 160 pages, $2.50. 


Dr. Tozer has a gift in writing. 
He says many fine things and 
says them beautifully. Unfortu- 
nately, in our estimation, there are 
too many sneers at good men and 
good things. As he made the foun- 
der of his own denomination, Dr. 
A. B. Simpson, ridiculous in Wing- 
spread, so here he is cynical about 
the most spiritual churches, the 
clearést testimony for the Bible, 
and particularly, yes, very parti- 
cularly, the evangelists! He sneers 
at the businessman who prays a- 
bout the business deal, the ath- 
lete who prays about his game. 
He mocks at the testimony of 
young Christians. He flails at 
“gimmicks to get a crowd,” and 
any use of a story or a picture 
to bring a lesson. These articles 
were editorials in the Alliance 
Weekly of which Dr. Tozer is 
editor. We are sorry to see some 
wonderfully sweet good _ things 
mixed with sneers and charges 
against the way other people do 
things. 


MIRACLES OF SCIENCE, by 
Arthur I. Brewn, M.D., Dunham 
Publishing Company, Findlay, O- 
hio, 287 pages, $3.00. 

This is a reprint of 39 chapters 
on remarkable evidences of God's 
planning and His miraculous work 
in nature. ‘Thrilling, scientific 
stories of all kinds of animals and 
plants from the dust motes and 
lightning flashes to the mystery 
of sap, and from honeybees to 
Whales, kangaroos, hippos,  gi- 
raffes, and mountain goats! A very, 


very interesting and _ valuable 
book, 
Tiny Question Books: WHO? 


WHAT? WHY? WHERE? Scrip- 
ture Press, 434 South Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Four 


new educational books for the 2-- 


year-old giving him a solid, basic 
conception of God’s love, His crea- 
tion, and conduct’ that pleases 
God. These are conveyed to im- 
pressionable 2’s and 3’s by color- 
ful pictures and 2 and 3 lines of 
rhyming copy. Each book 60c. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 
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Seripture Press commented on the 
history and growth of the organizca- 
tion after the Dillon brass quartet 
had opened the ceremonies with 
the playing of “Onward Christian 
Soldiers.” Robert Walker, Editor of 
Christian Life, acted as master of 
ceremonies. Scripture Press Founda- 
tion was welcomed to Wheaton by 


a representative of the mayor. The. 


architect, Mr. Raphael Friedman, 
Alschuler and Sincere, Chicago. and 
the contractor, Mr. C. W. Kuhnen, 
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President of Algot B. Larson, Inc.. 
were introduced. 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman, President 
of Wheaton College, commended 
Scripture Press for its ministry in the 
strengthening of the Sunday School 


pointing out the importance of the 


Sunday School in the welfare cof 
America. 

After Mr. Cory turned the first. 
shovel of dirt, signifying the begin- 
ning of the new project, Dr. Edman 
offered a prayer of dedication. 
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Beware of Jehovah’ ¢ i Witnesses F alochuadl 


By Editor John R. Rice 


Many readers will be interested in the editor’s letter 
about a characteristic pamphlet written and spread by Je- 


hovah’s Witnesses. 


My dear brother Mac Arthur: 


Thank you for sending me the 
booklet, Christendom or Christian- 
ity—-Which One Is “the Light of 
the World’? I looked the booklet 
over carefully and I find that it fol- 
lows the ustal Jehovah Witness 
hne. There are many good things in 
it mixed along with much that 
is absolute poison. Note these 
faults in the book: 


1. The first terrible falsehood of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses at the start 
of this book is on the plan of 
Salvation itself. There is no word 
about personal regeneration, being 
born again, by individual faith in 
Christ as Saviour, probably the 
very heart of Bible Christianity. 
On pages 15 and 16 is this false 
definition of what it is to be a 
Christian. 


‘It was Jesus’ disciples or learners who 
were called Christians, first at Antioch, 
Syria, and hence a Christi an is one who 
accepts Christ’s teaching and obeys it, 
believing the things he believed, preaching 
the things he preached, and following him 
or copying his example in doing the will 
of his God and heavenly Father, even at 
the cost of life itself.’’ 


This teaches salvation by works, 
salvation by merit, and not sal- 
vation by personal faith in Christ 
on the merits of the shed blood 
of Jesus. And so Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses are a false religion and 
most Jehovah’s Witnesses are un- 
converted people, not knowing 
what it takes to be saved because 
that is not preached in any of 
the books of Pastor ‘Russell or 
Rutherford or the Watchtower Bi- 
ble and Tract Society. 


2. This pamphlet teaches the 
usual heresy of this false cult of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, about the 
Gospel of Christ. Instead of a sav- 
ing Gospel about Christ’s burial 
and resurrection to pay for the 
sins of every sinner who would 
trust Him, this is what the pam- 
phiet Christendom or Christianity 
says on page 27: 


“By ‘thie gospel’ is meant the good rews 
of God's kingdom as having been estab 
lished and not as yet to come. Jehoy ah’ 
witnesses are the only ones today pr ‘eaching’ 
this sood news, particularly since the 
year 1914, For then God's kingdom by 
Christ was established in the heavens. tal 
bring this old world to its end and bring 
in a righteous new world, as Jehowah’s wit 


nesses show from Bible prophecies and its 
tine aehedule and also from thé worl? 
events since A.D. 1914.” 


3. These blasphemers claim that 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are the only 
true Christians. 

On page 30 of Christendom or 
Chiistianity there is the following 
question and answer: 

as 
“QUESTION: Who are the Bible Chrigw 


ians today? 


te 


“ANSWER: Not. letting ourselves be 
prejudiced against them by reason of the 
international and inter-reliciou 3 ha red 


ayvainst them, but hone stly examining the 
facts about them and comparing the factr 
with the Holy Scriptures of the Piblie@ 
we are led irresi istibly to the conclusion 
that Jehovah’s witnesses are the Pthig 
Christians of today. They resemble their 
great Leader and Exemplar, Jesus Christ.” 


The same claim in other words 
is found several other places in 
this blasphemous pamphlet of this 
false cult. 


4. On page 14 this pamphlet 
scotfs at the Bible doctrine of tha 
Trinity, the Pihle doctri 
the immortality of the soul. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses is thus a 
false cult, is not Bible Christian- 
ity. This kind of a booklet would 
do great harm. It quotes the Scrip- 
tures deceitfully, it ignores most 
fundamental truth and denies 
other fundamental truth. It de- 
velops a group of self-righteous, 
hard-working Pharisees who know 
nothing about actual regeneration 
and who despise true Christian# 
and mock at true Christian doc- 
trine. 

Thank you, dear brother, for 
sending me the pamphlet. I trust 
this will help you answer the in- 
quiries you are receiving about it. 

In Jesus’ 


na anf Hell 
iw WA ain ’ 


name yours, 


John R. Rice 


1) 
Jr 


I quote from a letter which I 
have just received from a former 
Bob Jones University student who 
married one of our Bob Jones Un- 
iversity girls. He says: “We have 
just received word that we should 
be able to sail for South Africa 
on October 11. Had it not been 
for the training we received at 
Bob Jones University, there are 
two people today who would not 
be going out to a foreign land 
with the message. Thank you, Dr. 
Bob, from the bottom of our 
hearts .... We have found that 
everything we learned at Bob 
Jones University, especially about 
soul “winning, works here in this 
country; and we know it will work 
in South Africa.” ‘ 


Now, if you Christian friends 


whi are interested in spreading 


the..Gospel to the ends of the 
earth will stand by us financially, 
we will keep on not only helping 
missionaries to get the Gospel out 
but training people in Bob Jones 
University who will be prepared 
to do the job for God. We need 
your help. We need it very much. 
We have two buildings now under 
construction. We need money for 
this, and we need money for the. 
Student Help Fund, and we need 
money for the Missionary Fund. 
Unless we get help, we are going 
to have to curtail our missionary 
work. Please help us, and please 
pray for us, Thank you and God 
bless you. 

BOB JONES FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S. C. 

(Advertisement). 
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GRACE. 


By Grace Rice MacMullen 


Sing Unto the Lord 


He listened as the pastor spoke 

He bowed his head for prayer ; 

And when the off’ring plate was passed 
He gladly gave his share. 


But when a hymn was wont to sing 

He tightly sealed his tongue, 

'Til songs of praise that cried for strength 
Were weak and feebly sung. 


Not just because he failed to sing, 
But others joined him, too, 

And mocked with hollow silence 
The praises of the few. 


Forgive us, Lord, who fail to see 
The glory of the song, 

That nobly lifts the name of Christ 
Above all sin and wrong. 


And tune our hearts to sing Thy praise 
Until each sincere soul 

Shall stand condemned within his heart 
To shrink back from our goal— 


The goal that each heart born anew 
May @ladly join our song; 
Not just within the worship hour, 
But through’the whole day long. 
—Ronald K, Wells 


Do you sing when you go to 
church? Do you open a book, fol- 
low the words, and sing out heart- 
ily? 

We go to church because it is 
right. The Bible says, ‘“Forsake 
not the assembling of yourselves 
together,” and so we join with 
other Christians in church. After 
we get to church, we hsten to 
the sermon because that is a part 
of going to church. It would not 
be right to go to church and not 
take part in the service, by care- 
ful attention, would it? 

Singing is another important 
part of the church service, and we 
actually are commanded to sing. 
We are told in Scripture to ‘sing 
with the Spirit, and with under- 
standing.’ We are commanded to 
Sing and make melody in our hearts 
to the Lord, with hymns and 
spiritual songs. It is everybody’s 
business to join in the congrega- 
tional singing in the church. 


What good does it do to sing 
in church? What are the reasons 
which make it right to sing, and 
wrong to stay silent? I have 
thought of four important reasons 
for singing in church, and you 
may want to add some of your 
own. These are some of the rea- 
sons why I think every Christian 
should take an active part in con- 
gregational singing. 

1. When you sing, you take your 
place as a Christian before those 
around you. You add your per- 
sonal testimony to the words of 
the song. Think of the effect on 
a troubled, convicted sinner of 
a happy, singing Christian. 
Through singing heartily, you may 
get a chance to help someone. Cer- 
tainly you take your stand for 
Christ and the Bible. As someone 
has written, “A singing church is a 
winning church. Men and women 
are irresistibly drawn to the church 
where the people sing with devo- 
tion and power. The congregation 
that is too lazy to sing will be too 
lazy to win souls... . the ultimate 
aim of every church.” 

2. Hearty singing changes the 
entire mood of the service. When 
people do not sing, the service 
becomes dull and dead, and the 
preacher must labor to pull along 
several hundred people. When the 
Singing is well done, it encourages 
the preacher and makes a lively 
and interesting service. 

3. When you sing the hymns 
wholeheartedly, your attention is 
fixed on spiritual things. You can- 
not sing the words of a good hymn 
or gospel song without having 
some lesson emphasized, some 
scriptural’ thought brought home. 
Instead of allowing your mind to 
wander and think about how 
others look and how they sound, 
or how the church building looks, 
it is right to focus your mind 
on spiritual things by singing the 
hymns. ' 

4. Congregational singing is a 
means of Christian companionship. 
As someone has said, ‘There is a 
great joy, inspiration, and spirit- 
ual uplift in joining with others 
in united song. It is an experience 
which cannot come to him which 
sits silent and impassive while 
others sing or speak.” All the 
blessings of fellowship can be ours 
as we together, as a church, think 
on and rejoice in the things of 


God, Singing heartily makes you 
a part of the service, a part of 
the group. J. S. Curwen tells of 
the singing at Spurgeon’s Metro- 
politan Tabernacle in London, in 
these wards, “Like a giant that 
needs a moment to arouse himself, 
the congregation allowed a note or 
two to pass before they entered 
into full strength. Then the heavy 
tide of sound streamed forth from 
every part of the building. Many 
churches have more. cultivated 
congregational singing than Mr. 
Spurgeon’s, but from the numbers 
engaged no other singing touches 
the heart with such an indefinable 
pleasure, and makes the frame 
glow with such a sense of wor- 
shipful sympathy. To yield one- 
self to the power of this great 
human voice ... is to know the 
force of human sympathy and 
feel the joy that companionship 
in worship inspires.” 

There are many other reasons 
for singing in church, but these 
are some of the important ones 
that have occurred to me. 


Maybe you are saying, “But I 
don’t have a. good voice. I can 
hardly carry a tune!” Look back 
at those four points listed above. 
Is there a single one which applies 
only to those who have beautiful 
voices? Not one! Singing in church 
is not to make beautiful music 
primarily, anyway. It is to pro- 
vide a testimony, to prepare for 
the message, to do all the things 
listed above. Lack of a beautiful 
voice need not hinder your own 
enjoyment of the song _ service, 
and it will not mar it for any- 
one else, either. 


The truth is that everyone 
should sing in church. It is wrong 
not to take part in that part of 
the service. If it is right to go 
to church, it is right to take part 
in the service. And if it is right 
to have singing in church, then 
it is right for every Christian 
present to take part. It is a good 
thing when we make up our minds 
that we will do what we ought 
to do, whether we want to or not. 
And once you have made up your 
mind you will sing, you will find 
even greater blessing in it. Sing 
whether you feel like it or not; 
sing softly if you cannot sing loud. 
Because it is right, determine now 
that you will never be guilty of 
being silent when you ought: to 
be singing! 

Someone else has put it this 
way: “Let us remember that con- 
gregational singing is the most im- 
portant part of the musical pro- 
gram of our church. Experience 
of the past has proven that when 
churches lose the spirit of con- 
gregational singing they lose their 
power, They grow weaker and at- 
tendance begins to diminish. Let 
us beware of singing as if we were 
dead, or half asleep; But let us 
lift our voices in. strength and 
power. Let us sing lustily and 
with courage. Let us open our 
hymnals and sing with aH our 
heart each time the director an- 
nounces the number.” 

An accordion is a very popular 
instrument for gospel music, and 
there are several good reasons for 
this. One is that it is such a flexi- 
ble instrument. It is good to ac- 
company group singing or special 
numbers, if there is not a piano 
available. It adds color and spice, 
too. 

Sometime ago someone asked 
about hymns for accordions and I 
was not able to give them much 
information. Recently I have found 
a book of sixteen hymn arrange- 
ments for accordion, published by 
the Rodeheaver Company at Wi- 
nona Lake, Indiana. They also 
have, in sheet music, an arrange- 
ment of “Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus,” one of “Onward Christian 
Soldiers,” and a collection of four 
hymns beginning with ‘Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul.” These collec- 
tions are 50c each; the book of 
hymn arrangements is $1.00. 

Herb Jahn has specialized in ac- 
cordion, organ and piano music, 
and he has a course, called “Tlus- 
trograph,” in hymn playing. It 
features almost one hundred spe- 
cial arrangements of gospel hymns 
he has made for the accordion, 
and I think anyone interested 
in hymn playing on the ac- 
cordion would be wise to look 
into this course. He says, “Al- 
most anyone who knows the alpha- 
bet to G and can count to eight 
can be taught to play,” and I sup- 
pose he is right. It is a home 
correspondence course, and you 
can get information on it by writ- 


The Wise Men 


By Editor John R. Rice 


From the East 


“Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold there 
came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he 
that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship 
him.”—Matt.. 2:1,2. 

Bethlehem is about six miles 
south of Jerusalem, originally call- 
ed Ephrath. It was the home of 
Boaz, Naomi, and Ruth (Ruth 1: 
1, 22). Being the birthplace of 
David, it is sometimes called “The 
city of David.” 

In connection with this chapter 
you must read carefully Luke, 
chapter 2: It tells how Joseph and 
Mary were in Bethlehem. to regis- 
ter for the taxation under the Ro- 
man Empire. Mary lived in the 
province of Galilee in the little 
city of ‘Nazareth (Luke 1:26), and 
it is presumed that Joseph lived 
nearby. God brought them to 
Bethlehem for the birth of the 
Saviour that .the Scripture, Micah 
2:2, Which is quoted in Matthew 
2:6, might be fulfilled: “But thou, 
Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, fram ever- 
lasting.” 

Luke, chapter 2, also tells us 
that the wise men from the East 
were not the only visitors-to the 
baby Jesus. Shepherds in the field 
were visited by the angel of the 
Lord. (Was it the same angel, 
Gabriel, that appeared to Mary, 
Zacharias, and probably Joseph?) 
He told them that the Saviour was 
born that day (probably that 
night), and they went to see the 
baby Jesus just after His birth 
(Luke 2:8-20). 

“In the days of Herod the king,” 
that is, while King Herod ruled 
over Judea as a puppet king under 
the Roman Empire, “came wise 
men from the east,” literally magi 
Or magicians. The term means 
about the same as the magicians 
and wise men mentioned in Dan- 


ing to Rev. Herb Jahn, Box 147, 
Hollywood 28, California. 


* %* * 


One hundred special chapel tow- 
er chime systems are to be instal- 
led in U. S. Air Force Chapels 
throughout the United States. 

The instrument for the Chapels 
was designed and will be installed 
by Shulmerich Carillons, Sellers- 
ville, Pennsylvania. Schulmerich 
Carillons has been building fine 
electronic church tower bell equip- 
ment for over twenty-five years, 
and was the builder of the Nation- 
al Evening Hymn Memorial Caril- 
lon, at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier, in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Each tower bell instrument, of 
electronic design, provides three 
different toned bells, a three-speed 
automatic record-player, a_pro- 
gram control clock to allow com- 
plete automatic operation, and 
facilities for pick-up and tower 
+ broadcast of organ and vocal mu- 
sic. 

The Schulmerichs are glad to 
send information to churches, upon 
request. Please mention THE 
SwoORD OF THE LORD when you 
write. 

* * * 

Some good music is coming out 
from the Ives Music Press in 
Archbold, Ohio. I have just gotten 
a choral album which includes 
some good choir arrangements of 
familiar hymns. Included are “All 
Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” 
“Son of My Soul,” “I Surrender 
All,” “Hiding in Thee,” “Saviour 
Like a Shepherd Lead Us,” and 
others, arranged by the talented 
Richard Gerig. Another new book 
is “Harvest of Songs,” a collection 
of special and favorite songs for 
soloists and singing groups, com- 
posed by David L. Ives. Ives wrote 
the lovely “I Want to Be Like 
Jesus.”” This book has settings to 
some very familiar and beloved 
poems; ‘‘God Is in Every Tomor- 
row,” “The Cross Was His Own,” 
and “Others” (Lord, help me to 
live from day to day in such a self- 
forgetful way .. .). The words 
are good and the music is lovely. 
I think this book will be especially 
useful if you are trying to find 
music on a particular theme, for 


each one has a fine message, 


iel 1:20; 2:2, 13, 14, 18, 24, 27. 
Of these wise men, Daniel was the 
greatest. 

The wise men came “from the 
east.’ On a Bible map of the As- 
syrian and Babylonian empires, 
trace a course east from Jerusa- 
lem across the Syrian desert to 
the first place from which these 
men could have come and you will 
find it was evidently the region of 
ancient Babylon. These men were 
not fortunetellers, nor sorcerers, 
but they were spiritually minded, 
cultured men who sought after 
God. How would they know about 
the One who should be born “King 
of the Jews’? Why should they 
come to Jerusalem? Here is the 
evident answer: they were men 
of ancient Babylon who had found 
the book of Daniel. They may have 
had other parts of: the Old Testa- 
ment which Daniel had left among 
the wise men of his day long be- 
fore. However, this does not seem 
likely, since they did not have 
Micah’s prophecy that Jesus 
should be born’ in Bethlehem. 
From these writings of Daniel, 
they knew that the Jews looked 
for a coming Prince descended 
from David. Likely the particular 
passage upon which they based 
their hope was Daniel 9:24-26: 

“Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people and wpon thy holy 
city, to finish the transgression, 
and to make an end of sins, and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting right- 
eousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy. Know therefore and 
understand, that from the going 
forth of the commandment to re- 
store and to build Jerusalem unto 
the Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and 
two weeks: the street shall be 
built again, and the wall, even im 
troublous times. And after three- 
score and two weeks shall Mes- 
siah be cut off, but not for him- 
self: and the people of the prince 
that shall come shall destroy the 
city and the sanctuary; and the 
end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war deso- 
lations are determined.” 


They are looking for ‘Messiah 
the Prince’ of Daniel’s people, 
the Jews, and therefore the King 
of the Jews. Study Daniel 9:24-26 
carefully and you will see why 
they expected Jesus at this parti- 
cular time. It was to be sixty- 
nine weeks or sevens of years (69 
x 7 equals 483 years) from the 
time that the decree sending a 
remnant of Israelites under Ezra 
and Nehemiah back to Palestine 
to restore Jerusalem and ‘the 
temple until the time the Saviour 
came. Wise men one generation 
after another had kept a record 
and had carefully counted the 483 
years. Daniel’s prophecy was ful- 
filled; now they came to seek the 
King of the Jews. 


Do not think that the star led 
them to Jerusalem. It did not. 
They said, “We have seen his star 
in. the east.’ The star seems to 
have appeared to them as a sig- 
nal to start, but they already knew 
from the Scriptures that the com- 
ing Saviour would be a King of 
the Jews, therefore they came 
to the Jewish capital city seeking 
Him. They saw the star when they 
left in the East, but did not see 
it again until, leaving Jerusalem, 
they started for Bethlehem. 

An important lesson for us here 
is that the wise men depended 
first upon the Word of God, then 
on outward evidences and leader- 
ship. Every Christian needs to 
learn that wisdom. If you want 
revelation from God, first learn 
what He has to say in His Word. 
If you want to know that you are 
saved, first take the evidence of 


God's Word. He says that one who|~_ 
trusts in Him is saved and has} 64@% 


everlasting life (John 3:16, 18, 36; 


5:24; 6:47). Feeling and Christian |” 


Free! 
(Continued from page 1) 


proper and scriptural answer to 
that? Here it is in the first chap- 
ter of J Love Christmas, 

Or suppose someone says to you, 
“December 25 is a former heath- 
en holiday’? Or someone else 
says that “Christmas trees are 
denounced in the Bible and are 
an abomination to God.” Or 
someone else will say that Christ- 
mas is such a time of worldli- 
ness and revelry, that it is a sin 
for a Christian to observe Christ- 
mas. Here is your answer, 

Do you know any way to ob- 
serve Christmas without | telling 
the Santa Claus lie? Do you know 
the meaning of the angel’s mes- 
sage to the shepherds the night 
Jesus was born? Could you teach 
a Sunday School lesson on the 
birth of Christ? Could you preach 
a sermon on “There Was No 
Room In the Inn” or on that fa- 
mous passage in Isaiah 9:6,7: “For 
unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor,. The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace”? Well, here is 
the place to get loaded for Sunday 
School teaching and preaching on 
the great Bible themes concern- 
ing Christmas! 


You Will Want a Number 
of These Books 


We deliberately planned a book 
that would be in biggest demand 
at Christmastime, You will want 
a number of these books. You 
will want to give one to every 
Sunday School teacher you know. 
Nothing could help them to un- 
derstand the Scriptures better and 
to be warmed in heart and pre- 
pared for teaching this Christmas 
lesson from the Scriptures like 
this book. Every preacher you 
know will want a copy. Every 
preacher naturally wants to 
preach on some of the Christmas 
themes during the Christmas sea- 
son. Where else can you find such 
heart-warming explanations’ of 
Scripture, such tender devotion- 
al messages as these. 

Do you know the meaning of 
the gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
which the wise men brought? Do 
you know how’ the wise men 
knew when to come and where 
to come to find the baby Jesus? 
Well, you will Know after you 
read this book. You will need 
copies for many of your friends. 
In fact, here is about the nicest 
present you can give to anybody 
at Christmastime. 

Fortunately every message ex- 


(Continued on page 5) 


finding more Scripture, they 


found more light. 


(The above exposition of two verses of 
Scripture, Matthew 2:1, 2, on “The Wise 
Men From the East” is taken from Dr. 
Rice’s large commentary on _ the Gospel 
according to Matthew, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. Beautifully bound, this big 
book of 504 pages sells for $3.95 at your 
book dealer's. Or add 20c for postage and 
handling if you order from The Sword 
of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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joy are good, but we should de-|'® 


pend first upon the plain state- 
ments of God’s Word. We need 
not ask for signs and dreams or 
human counsel until first we have 
done all that is commanded in the 
Word of God. God will make other 
things confirm His Word. First the 
wise men believed the Bible about 
the time of the Saviour’s coming. 
Then a star encouraged them. 
Next they came to Jerusalem for 
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alts Jesus Christ. They make 
clear the plan of salvation. Since 
it is a book about Christmas, it 
will be acceptable to even the 
worldly minded and unconverted. 
Nearly everybody has a_ tender 
heart toward the Christmas sea- 
son, the meeting with loved ones, 
the laughter of little children, the 
singing of sweet Christmas carols. 
so I beg you to give neighbors 
and friends and _ relativés this 
book for Christmas. You will need 
many of them. 

Why not combine your Christ- 
mas giving this year? Give Christ- 
mas subscriptions to THe Sworp 
OF THE Lorp and for every three 
you will get a free book, I Love 
Christmas, a beautiful beek suit- 
able for a present. Of course, you 
may buy the book for $2 a copy, 
but why not get it free with sub- 
scriptions? 


- In Jesus’ Name Help Us! 


We earnestly seek to get the 
Gospel out to every possible home. 
We want you to help us by send- 
ing subscriptions to loved ones, 
friends, relatives. We want you 
to send THE Sworp oF THE LorD 
to unconverted people. It has led 
thousands of souls to trust in Jesus 
Christ. We want you to send it 
to new converts. Surely there is 
nothing you could send them 
which would so build them up in 
the faith, teach them the Word of 
God, teach them how to live, stir 
them to win souls, like THe Sworp 
OF THE LorD! We want you to 
send it to preachers. We want 
you to send it to mature Chris- 
tians, Sunday School teachers, 
church officers. We ask this for 
Jesus’ sake. We believe He wants 
it. We believe it will honor Him. 
Let’s all be Christians this Christ- 
mastime and let our giving glori- 
fy God as well as help people. 

The editor gets no salary. For 
more than 21 years I have put 
my life into this business of THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp. God has help- 
ed us to bring back great revivals 
in America. God has turned hun- 
dreds and thousands of people a- 
way from modernism back to the 
Bible through this magazine. We 
know that gifts of subscriptions 
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to THE Sworp oF THE Lorp, do 
more for the progress of the Gos- 
pel, the spread of Christianity than 
money given to nearly any other 
mission cause, In Jesus’ name, do 
the part of your Christian giving 
by sending subscriptions to Tne 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 


You'll Have to Hurry! 


Everybody will want their sub- 
scriptions’ in before Christmas. 
Everybody will want the Christ- 
mas book before Christmas. A lit- 
tle later we will be overwhelmed 
with a flood of mail and subscrip- 
tions. So we ask you, both for 
your sake and for ours, to hurry. 


Send your subscriptions as early 
as possible. Be sure to mark on 
subscriptions if you wish us to 
send a card announcing the sub- 
scription as a Christmas gift. In 
that case, we will begin the sub- 
scription with the Christmas is- 
sue. The free premium books will 
be sent to you as soon as we get 
your order, if they are ready by 
that time. They soon will be ready. 
50 please hurry. The sooner we 
get your letter, the more certain 
you will be to have your books 
ahead of time, to have the sub- 
scriptions all properly marked and 
a Christmasy card sent announc- 
ing the gift as from you, ete. 

We are glad to send the gift, 
the lovely book, I Love Christ- 
mas, to our friends. We think it 
will be a blessing. And it express- 
es our love for you and our ap- 
preciation. But we do not ask you 
to send subscriptions simply for 
selfish reasons. We want you to 
act as a Christian, helping to get 
out the Gospel and helping us to 
defend the faith, helping us to 
keep young people from worldli- 
ness and sin and unbelief. We 
want you to help us to stir preach- 
ers and bless’. preachers who 
preach the old-time Gospel, or 
those who want to preach it. In 
Jesus’ name help. Rush your sub- 
scriptions. right away. You may 
use the following coupon, or write 
on a plain piece of paper, but be 
sure to write or print very plain- 
ly the name and address for each 
subscription. Be sure to say wheth- 
er a Christmas card is to be sent 
announcing that the subscription 
is a Christmas gift from you, and 
say where to send the premium 
book. 
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Dr. John R. Rice, Editor : 
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Blessed Results From Getting 


Out the Sword 


By Viola Walden 
Secretary to the Editor 


Eternity alone will fully reveal 
the good done by people who give 
out THE Sword oF THE LORD 
personally or by subscription. Of- 
ten we know of good that comes 
from so doing, but in the majority 
of the cases the knowledge will 
come when we stand at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ and know as 
we are known. Getting out 
THE Sworp is a ministry of faith 
that rests upon the assurance that 
God always blesses His Word and 
that it cannot return again void. 
We do not ordinarily walk by 
sight. 

On the other hand,. God often 
gives us little glimpses into the 
blessedness of profitable and glori- 
ous results in order that we might 
be encouraged to work more dili- 
gently in an all-out effort to pub- 
lish abroad His wonderful Word. 
Our office is continally getting 
word of such results although, 
often, the one who helped never 
learns of the result his ministry 
accomplished. 


Insurance Man Helps 
For example, some time ago @ 
very warm letter reached us from 
a lady in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
saying: 


“Just a few lines to let you know how 
well and so very much | like THE SWORD. 
| think it is one of the best papers | ever 
read. MY INSURANCE MAN WAS THE ONE 
WHO GOT ME ACQUAINTED WITH YOUR 
PAPER. | thank and praise our Heavenly 
Father for the privilege of being told of 
the paper. 

“Your book on prayer is in a class of its 
own. It was such a blessing to me. In my 
time of testing | would get it out and read 
and re-read it over again. | loan it out 
every chance | get. | would not like to be 
without it...” 


Perhaps that insurance man 
knows of the blessing the paper 
has been to the one to whom he 
introduced it—perhaps he doesn’t 
know—but the point is that here is 
a life wonderfully changed and 
helped by THE Sworp’s ministry 
only because an agent was not a- 
shamed to give a testimony for his 
Lord and through that testimony 
introduced America’s foremost re- 
vival weekly to a Christian who 
needed help. 


Uncle Sends SWORD— 
Nephew Converted 
From Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
came a letter from a young man 
telling how he was. converted 
through THE SwoRD OF THE LORD 
and what a blessing it has been 
to his life since that time. He 

wrote: 


“I! take this special opportunity to tell 
you all what THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
means to me and how | have enjoyed read- 
ing it each week. | have read quite a few 
Christian papers and magazines, but | have 
yet to find one as true to the Word of God 
as yours and with as many wonderful ser- 
mons and Gospel messages. Another good 
thing | enjoy in THE SWORD js the sermons 
by great men of the past like Moody, Tor- 
rey, and Billy Sunday. | probably would 
have never known much about these great 
preachers except in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 

“! have been a subscriber for your paper 
for three or four years now and if seems 
that it gets to be a better paper with each 
passing year. | pray for the work of THE 
SWORD each day, praying that more souls 
will be won to Christ and that the Lord 
will give the editor wisdom, guidance and 
strength to carry on this good work. | also 
like the articles for young people... 

“About three or four years ago, while | 
was still unsaved, my uncle sent me a 
l-year subscription to your paper. Of 
course, | didn't care anything about spirit- 
val things then. But seeing this paper come 
in week after week, | began to get curious 
to know what kind of paper it was. So | 
read a few articles—I don't recall the arti- 
cle | read now—but a little while after 
that | began to feel burdened over my 
sins and after awhile | read more of your 
paper. Finally my burden got so heavy 
| accepted Christ as my Saviour and now 
| can hardly wait each week to receive 
your wonderful Christian paper. 


“! have also been introducing it to 


other people as | have enjoyed it so | 
want others to share with me-in this good 
work...” 


Thank God for that uncle! Note 
several important lessons from 
this letter. (1) THe Sworp oF THE 
LorD is introducing to the young- 
er generation the greatest preach- 
ers (and their. message) of the 
past—men they otherwise would 
not know about; (2) An uncle was 
burdened enough about a lost. 
nephew to.pay for a year’s sub- 
scription to THE Sworp—and that 
subscription resulted in the young 
man’s conversion--a $2.50 invest- 
ment for a -result worth more 
than “the whole world,” Jesus 
said; (3) THe SworpD oF THE LorD: 
is the kind of a paper that pro- 
duces a heavy burden of conviction 
upon the hearts of unsaved folks 
who read it; (4) the young Chris- 
tian wisely concludes that if 
THE Sworp blesses him it will 
bless others, so now he is busy 
getting it into the hands of as 
many as he possibly can; (5) 
The uncle, througn his original 
$2.50 investment, not only reaped 
the results of a saved nephew, but 
is now reaping through a nephew's 
life of consecration brought a- 
bout through his faithful ‘‘seed 
sowing.”’ The uncle started a 
chain-reaction of blessing that will 
never stop until we hear the shout, 
the voice, the trump and the in- 
vitation to “Come up hither!’ 
Doesn't it burden your heart to 
go and do likewise with your un- 
saved nephews, brothers, cousins, 
fathers and other loved ones? 


SWORD Makes Soul Winner 


From Canada a reader writes 
her testimony of how she chang- 
ed from a nominal Christian to 
a diligent, earnest soul winner. 
Her letter said, in part, 


‘ft was not interested in saving sou!s 
until | was receiving your paper about 6 
months. NOW | CAN SCARCELY THINK OF 
ANYTHING ELSE for | feel so much of my 
time has been wasted... 

“| talk about Jesus so natural now, no 
one takes offense, they seem to love if.” 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD is the 
type of paper, with its strong em- 
phasis on revival and evangelism 
that folks cannot read long with- 
out receiving a deep, definite bur- 
den about the lost that causes 
them to do something about it. 
The wisest investment a church 
could make would be to see that 
every member had this paper com- 
ing~into his or her home every 
week of the year. That church 
would soon be a church on fire. 


Comfort to Shut-Ins 


As an illustration of the bléss- 
ing THE SworpD is to those who 
cannot get out to preaching sSer- 
vices, a letter from a lady in 
South Carolina came recently tell- 
ing how she enjoyed listening to 
gospel radio broadcasts, but la- 
mented that there were only cer- 
tain times when she could enjoy 
them. Then she said, 


“But when THE SWORD comes in to my 
home, it feels just like a visit from Heaven. 
| can read awhile, then pick it up and 
read again. There is always something to 
bless my soul. 1’D RATHER BE WITHOUT 
FOOD AWHILE THAN THIS PAPER. May God 
bless you..." 


Thankful for SWORD Warfare 


From Los Angeles, California, a 
husband writes of his appreciation 
for the stand against sin and in- 
fidelity taken by THE SworD OF 
THE Lorp. He tells how he and his 
family came out of a modernistic 
Methodist church in which the 
minister in one sermon denied the 
inspiration of the Scripture, the 
virgin birth, the saving power of 
His blood, and the power of 
prayer. Then he also said, 


‘.,, THE SWORD contains so much of the 
very highest class material that we rejoice 
in every issue. ane 

. . . We talk about honesty, loyalty, 
integrity, Christian brotherhood, manhood. 
Dr. Rice, will you please tell me what trace 


of virtue of any kind is left when o 
preacher denies the Lord Jesus Christ? 
“Thank God, THE SWORD not only preach- 


es THE WORD, but wages the baftle agains? 
alcohol ond treason ogainst Christ, From 


observation we can testify to the tremend- 
ous influence of THE SWORD in homes 


untouched by ond insulated from the Gospel. 
IS THERE A GREATER MISSONARY WORK OR 
ONE LESS EXPENSIVE THAN SENDING THe 
SWORD INTO CHRISTLESS homes? We QUES- 
TION $1.” 


Missionary Work All Can Do 


Everyone can be—and should be 
—@ missionary. The brother in 
the above letter set forth one way, 
a most practical, economical an@® 
effective way, that any one can 
get out the Gospel in a missionary 
manner. 

You coulg do missionary work 
by subscribing to THe Sworp or 
THE Lorb for lost friends, neigh- 
bors and leved ones. Seasoned 
with earnest, effectual prayer, it 
could casily bring the same kind 
of results the uncle described im 
this article received. 


You could do missionary work 
by subscribing to THe Sworp or 
THE Lorp tor pastors, evangelists, 
Bible teachers, church officials, 
Sunday School teachers and others 
in the Lord’s work whom you 
know personally. 

You could do missionary work 
by subscribing to THe Sworp or 
THE-LorpD for all the ministers of 
a particular denomination in your 
city, county or state. Some would 
be able to send a year’s subscrip- 
tion to all ministers of their de- 
nomination in a particular Associ- 
ation, or even an entire state, as 
some have dene previously. 

You could do missionary work 
by contributing to our M & M 
Fund (Minister and Mission- 
ary Fund) whereby subscriptions 
are given to ministers and mission- 
aries who need its influence and 
could not subseribe for themselves, 


You could do missionary work 
by subscribing to THE SworD oF 
THE Lorp tor the sick and shut- 
in who would be so tremendously 
comforted and blessed by its pages 
coming into their home each week 
like “‘a visit from Heaven.” 

You could do missionary work 
by subscribing to THE SworpD oF 
THE Lorp for good Christians in 
modernistic churches who need to 
know the truth about separation 
and who need the spiritual food 
they are denied where they attend. 

In literally scores of aways you 
could get good results from mis- 
sionary collars by putting THE 
SworD OF THE Lorp’ to work for 
you. 

We beg you: first, will you sen@ 
a liberal gift to the M & M Fund? 
Thousands are waiting for 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD; or sec- 
ond, will you send a quota oi af 
least 25 subscriptions at the rate 
of $1.50 per year in the United 
States ($2 per year in Canada and 
foreign countrmes)? 

Send all subscriptions, with al 
contributions for our M & M Fund, 
to THE SWORD OF THE LorpD, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


RM REP TS AE ATR, BE 
FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised im 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 
and approved. 

‘You may buy with confidence! 


A most complete 
BULLETIN SERVICE 
for Bible-believing churches 
We NOW offer:- 
@® Every Sunday folders of distinction 
@ Bulletins for Spirit Duplicator machines 
@ Imprint service for our folders 
@ Personalized Folders—a complete year’s 
program including duotone and muiti- 
color for special days-—an amazing 
offer! ; 
Write today for 
wanted 
CATHEDRAL FOLDERS 
Dept. SL Brainerd, Minnesota 


samples—specify kind 


Box 62 


Want to come to Southern California and 
buy a profitable business? 


For Sale-- _ 


A busy money-making Coffee Shop lo- 
cated in a department store in a beautiful 
suburb of Los Angeles. No night work. 
No Sundays. Operated by Christian people 
who have another growing business needing 
their time. 

This is a good opportunity for an active 
CHRISTIAN COUPLE or family. Business 
grossing over $70,000 yearly. No experi- 
ence necessary (will teach). Books open— 
inspection welcome—reference exchanged. 
Will sel} all or part interest. At least 
$5,000 cash needed. Desire to turn over 
business by January, 1956. Write box Ne. 
RN, THE SWORD OF THE LORD, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. 


— 


Page Six 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


_ Friday, October 28, 1955 


EVANGELIST JOE MILLER of 
Maple Avenue, Camp Hill, Penn- 
sylvania, was Sept. 21-October 2 
with Flatwoods Baptist Church, 
Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania,’ Rev. 
Samuel Harper, pastor. The atten- 
dance was good, and six people 
trusted Christ as Saviour. God is 
blessing our good friend and bro- 
ther. I have heard him preach sev- 
eral times, and always with great 
blessing. 

Though this report is a little 
late reaching us, we are glad to 
say that EVANGELIST ERNIE 
HABECKER held a good meeting 
in Jones Chapel August 21-28, 
pastored by Rev. Allen P. Dick- 
erson, R. D. 1., Elkton, Maryland. 
During the meeting, 478 personal 
contacts were made. There were 
17 who trusted Christ as Saviour, 
and 18 rededications, according to 
the pastor, who added, “This cha- 
pel hadn’t had revival services for 
25 years; as a matter of fact, they 
hadn’t had a pastor for 25 years 
until God saw fit to put me there 
in May.” 

EVANGELIST BOB OUGHTON 
(216 S. 29th St., Belleville, Illinois) 
conducted meeting for the Bible 
Baptist Church, Columbus, Neb- 
raska, August 31 to September 11, 
the first evangelistic meeting the 
church has had. Pastor George D. 
Swiney reports excellent attend- 
ance—“The building was full on 
the two Sunday nights and an- 
other Baptist church 10 miles 
north in the country dismissed 
services and joined us.” Many 
responded to the simple invitation, 
which was for rededication and 
salvation. 

; *& oo 

EVANGELIST FRANK HAR- 
PELL, (825 Main Street, Reading, 
Massachusetts) assisted by his tal- 
ented wife, headed the Crusade for 


. Texarkana, Texas. 


Christ in Hollis Center, Maine, 


vangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


September, 18-October 2. Six trust- 
ed Christ as Saviour; others came 
as backsliders. Cooperation of 
other pastors and churches was a 
high note of the crusade. Many 
and varied were the blessings re- 
ceived through the Harpells’ min- 
istry. 
* *k * 

An 8-day revival crusade was 
conducted beginning September 
25 in the ‘Tabernacle’ Baptist 
Church of Macon, Ga., led by 
EVANGELIST HUGH F. PYLE 
and Gospel Singer Jim Sparks. 
There were 38 professions of faith 
plus some other conversions in 
the homes, also 38 rededications 
of life publicly recorded, and 13 
who joined the church by letter. 
Scores of Christians also took 
their stand to contract with God 
to live the Spirit-filled life. One 
lady came back to God who had 
been out of fellowship for 20 years, 
she said, There were decisions for 


Christ at every service during the. 


campaign. Jim Sparks did a wond- 
erful job with the large Taber- 
nacle Choir during the revival. 
Sparks can be reached at 1703 
South Beech Street, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, and Brother Pyle at 
1721 South Gordon Street., SW., 
Atlanta 10, Georgia. Dr. Ernest 
Saloom is the consecrated. pastor 
of Tabernacle Church. 


* K os 


Rev. James O. Morman, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church at 
Mt. Pleasant, Texas, reports a 
good meeting with EVANGELIST 
JIMMY O’QUINN, P.O. Box 1757, 
In the eight 
days there were 17 professions of 
faith, 18 transfers of membership 
and large crowds in every service. 
The local high school football 
coach was among the number con- 


‘verted. Pastor and people were 


greatly blessed and heartily re- 
commend the evangelist te others. 


The Man Who Laughs . 


(Continued from page 1) 


to read TS ng given by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Did Christ speak 
about an eternal Hell? Did he 
talk about Hell-fire? 

“But whosoever shall say, Thou 
fool, shall be in danger of hell 
fire.’—Matt. 5:22. 

“And fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul: but rather fear him 
awwhich is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell”’ —Matt. 10:28. 


“As therefore the tares are 


gathered and burned in the firen 


so shall it be in the end of this 
world. The Son of man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall 
gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity; And shall cast 
them into a furnace of fire: there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” —Matt. 13:40-42, 

“So shall it be at the end of 
the world: the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the. wicked..from 
among the just;°And shall cast 
them wto the furnace of fire: 
there shall be wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth.’”—Matt. 13:49,50. 


“Ye serpents, ye generation of 


Wheaton, Dlinois 


Dear Sirs: 


Bes Bia Copies of The Rain of a Christian 
ee Se DS: Copies of When Skeletons Come 


Total Amount Ordered 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


Please send me immediately the following books: 


at $2.50 per copy. 


yt US aaah Copies of The Scarlet Sin, at $2.25 per copy. 
es ae Copies of “‘And God Remembered. . . 
sigh ull Copies of Revival Appeals, at $2 per copy. 

BAT Sea: Copies of When Billy Graham Found Christ at 50¢ per copy. 


‘vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?”—Matt. 23:33. 


“Then shall he say unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” 
—Matt. 25:41. 

“And if thy hand offend thee cut 
it off: it is better for thee to en- 
ter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go into hell, ito 
the fire that never shall be 
quenched: Where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched. 
And if thy foot offend thee, cut 
it off: it is better for thee to enter 
halt imto life, than having two 
feet to be cast into hell, into 
the fire that never shall 
be quenched: Where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. And if thine eye offend 
thee, pluck it out: it is better 
for thee to enter into the king- 
dom of God with one eye, than 
having two eyes to be cast into 
hell fire: Where their wdrm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched.” 
—Mark 9:43-48. 

These are all verses given by 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself on 


MAIL TODAY 
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RE AL PS SL a LET TE a ES AS PTE 


Our Matchless Christ 


The Testimony of 


BILLY SUNDAY 


To many, Jesus Christ is only 


a grand subject for a painting, a 
heroic theme for a pen, a beauti- 
ful form for a statue, and a 
thought for a song; but to those 


who have heard His voice, who 
have felt His pardon, who have ; 
is 


received His benediction, He 
music, warmth, light, joy, hope 


and salvation, a Friend who never *: 


forsakes, who lifts us when others 
try to push us down. We cannot 


wear Him out; we pile on Him & 


all of our griefs and troubles. He 
is always ready to lift us; He is 
always ready to help us; He ad- 
dresses us with the same love; He 
beams upon us with the same 
smile; He pities us with the same 
compassion. 


Billy Sunday 


There is no name like His. It is more inspiring than Caesar’s, 
more musical than Beethoven’s, more patient than Lincoln’s. The 
Name of Jesus throbs with all life, weeps with all pathos, groans with 
all pains, stoops with all love. Its breath is laden with perfume. 

Who like Jesus can pity a homeless orphan? Who like Jesus 
can welcome a prodigal back home? Who like Jesus can make a 
drunkard sober? Who.like Jesus can illuminate a cemetery plowed 
with graves? Who like Jesus can make a queen out of a lost woman 
of the street? Who like Jesus can catch the tears of human sorrow 
in His bowl? Who like Jesus can kiss away our sorrow? 

I struggle for a metaphor with which to express Jesus. He is not 
like the bursting forth of an orchestra; that is too loud and it may be 
out of tune. He is not like the sea when lashed into a rage by a storm; 
that is too boisterous. He is not like a mountain wreathed in lightning, 
canopied with snow; that is too solitary and remote. 

He is the Lily of the Valley, the Rose of. Sharon, a gale of spices 


from heaven. 


BILLY SUNDAY, one of 
the great evangelists of 
all time, was born in an 
Iowa log cabin and rear- 
ed in an orphanage. 


After working his way long series of famous there. Mr. Sunday died 
through high school and campaigns which took in 1935. 

attending Northwestern him to all parts of the Some frowned on Billy 
Unwersity, he became a country. Statistics on Sunday’s spectacular |~ 


professional baseball 
layer. He gave up a 
ucrative sports career, 
shortly after an astound- 
ing conversion at the 
Pacific Garden Mission 
in Chicago, to work as 
a YMCA secretary. Later 
he became an ordained 
Presbyterian minister. 


staggering. 


amounted 


soldiers. 


He entered the evan- 
gelistic field as 
Wilbur Chapman’s assist- 
ant, and two years later 
launched the first of a 


these meetings are 


campaign in 
City ran for ten weeks, 
and the freewill offering 
to $120,482. 
Mr. Sunday gave the en- 
tire amount to overseas 
work among American 
He presented 


his $68,284 Chicago col- 
lection to the Pacific 
Garden Mission as a 
thank-offering for his 
remarkable conversion 


Dr, J 


methods, but the crowds 
thronged to hear him. 
Tabernacles were built 
for him in many cities, 
and hundreds of thou- 
sands of persons found, 
through his ministry, 
the Matchless Christ 
whom Billy Sunday loved 
so well. 


His 1917 
New York 


the subject of eternal Hell-fire. 
I invite you to turn to Luke 16 
to that familiar portion of Scrip- 
ture telling of Dives and Lazarus. 
I remind you that the Word of 
God does not say that this is a 
parable, Jesus did not say that it 
was a parable. There is every evi- 
dence that it is a true account of 
two men who lived and died, and 
one went into Heaven and the 
other into Hell. Jesus is the one 
who gave this account. 


Surely we can see the serious- 
ness of the subject before us. 
When the Son of God did not 
spare Himself in declaring the lost 
condition of men and the awful- 
ness of their punishment, then we 
should be careful to give due con- 
sideration to the subject, and to 
proclaim it everywhere. 


Some years ago I assisted a 
pastor in a revival meeting. We 
had a blessed time and many 
souls were saved. As the meeting 
came to a close, the pastor asked 
for permission to speak to his 
people for a few minutes at the 
end of one of the services. Of 
course, the matter was in his 
hands, and he began to speak in 
this way: 


“Friends, I came to this church 
five years ago. I came as a Bible- 
=| believing preacher, but when I 
was considered by the committee 
for the church, I noted that some 
of the members of the committee 
were troubled about what I might 
preach. One committee member 
asked that I give emphasis to 
the love of God and avoid preach- 
ing on Hell. For five years I have 
avoided the mention of Hell. I 
have done you a great injustice. 
I am asking God to forgive me, 
and from now on I am going to 
preach the whole Word of God.” 


Yes, we need to preach on the 
love of God. This is the greatest 
theme in the Bible, but we must 
not ignore the fact of Hell. 


Some preachers feel that their 
specific job is to feed the sheep; 
therefore, they spend hours in 
diligent Bible teaching. I am in 
favor of this; however, I insist 
that there is something more im- 


Billy Graham to 
Visit India 


Toronto, Canada—SPECIAL— 
In his Toronto Crusade office to- 
day, the Rev. Billy Graham con- 
firmed the report that he has 
been invited to India in 1956 by 
church leaders to address Chris- 
tian gatherings in various parts 
of the country. 

The invitation for the India vis- 
it was signed by more than 
tweny-five representative leaders 
of the church, including the Rt. 
Rev. A. N. Mukerjee, Metropoli- 
tan of the Church of India, Paki- 
stan, Burma and Ceylon; Bishop 
H. Sumitra, Moderator ef the 
Church ‘of South India, and Bish- 
op Shot K. Mondol, President of 
the National Christian Christian 
Council of India. 

Details of the visit have not 
been completed, but Mr. Graham 
announced that the total time to 
be spent in India can only be a- 
bout six weeks, beginning in mid- 
January. Mr. Graham. further. in- 
dicated that he had received other 
invitations for meetings with 
church leaders in Hong Kong, 
Formosa, Japan and the Philip- 
pines, and that serious consider- 
ation was being given to brief 
visits to those areas enroute back 
to America in February. 


portant than feeding the sheep, 
and that is the winning of lost 
souls and the warning about Hell. 
We must never get too engrossed 
in feeding and fattening the sheep 
that we ignore the lost and un- 
done condition of men outside of 
Jesus Christ. 

Let us understand one definite 
thing before we proceed further. 
Every man who is not under the 
blood of Jesus Christ is lost. Your 
child is lost and Hell-bound, if 
your child has come to the age 
of accountability and has not ac- 
cepted Christ. The dearest loved 
one you have is lost and condemn- 
ed forever without Jesus Christ. 
Your relatives and your friends 


(Continued on page 7) 


Who Really Lives? 


When do we live? How gauge 
and measure living? These are 
big. questions with amazing and 
many counterfeit answers from 
the world. The world is seldom 
right in answering... For example, 
there lived a famous and famed 
man... when his name was men- 
tioned, all bowed in allegiance. He 
lived in pomp and power. One of 
his flowery banquets to entertain 
one hundred courtiers of his king- 
dom cost $32,000. The world said, 
“Long live Nero the Great.” In 
that same country lived a man 
named... let’s see, what was his 
name? ... Oh, yes—Paul. 

He was in a dirty, dingy dun- 
geon ... chained and starved. The 
world said when it tried Paul, 
“He is a man made mad by too 
much learning.” He is crazy to 
follow Jesus of Nazareth ... for 
it has gotten him excluded from 
his family, expelled from his tribe 
and éxcommunicated from his 
race. That, the world said then... 
Long live Nero, kill Paul. But 
how different time has proved it. 
Nero? What do you know about 
him? The one thing the most of 
us think we know about Nero is 
not true... that he sat on the 
wall and played his fiddle while 
Rome burned and that is not true, 
for there were no fiddles then: 
But— Paul? Paul, the Christian is 
known and loved the world over. 
Loved by Jew and Gentile. So if 
you have a little baby boy born 
in your family, you affectionatély 
name that little boy Paul. When 
that little boy becomes about three 
years of age, you give him a little 
dog and you name the pup... 
Nero. Who really lived, Paul or 
Nero? 

—George H. Riggs 


i¥VES CHOIR LIBRARY 


Vii OLDING CHAIRS 
| i IN Steek or Wood 
AN =_S FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 
H AND LOw DIRECT PRICES 

\— ~\ J.P REDINGTON <& CO. 


DEPT. 173 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


| ‘\ WRITE FOR CATALOGUE . 


HIGLEY’S S. S. 
LESSONS FOR ALL 
AGES, MAKES 


BIBLE STUDY A 
FAMILY AFFAIR 


FAMOUS POCKET 
QUARTERLIES 


—— ® Based on International Uniform 


Lessons with separate Quarterlies or 
Workbooks for "Beainner, Junior, Pri- 
mary, Intermediate- Senior and Adult 
departments. Story papers and full 
line of visual aids. 


PROMOTES BIBLE STUDY 


Naga likes their handy size and 
the quickly read and easily grasped 
lesson materia] — no ‘filler’—6# pages, 
over 25,000 words. Surprisingly low 
cost. Make comparison with HIGLEY’S 
before ordering your next lessons. 


STE Writé for full details 
Get our big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-8, Butler, Ind. 


Books that ‘‘The Lord of the Har- 


for s0ut WINNERS 


vest’’ certainly wants sowed 


widely. 


HOW TO LEAD A SOUL TO CHRIST 
By Robert G. Lee 

From his years of experience 

as pastor and evangelist Dr. 

Bee ee the Word to prob- 
aang every worker. A 

pre tical, Scriptural handbook. 

2 pages. Paper cover. 25c 


WITHOUT EXCUSE 8y Arthur J. Smith 


God's answer from Scriptures to 
excuses heard by personal workers. 
Pocket size: Indexed Over half a 
million in print. Paper cover. 50c 


THE ART OF WINNING SOULS 8y Herbert Lockyer 
Fishers of men fruitfully apply the practical 


qulcanee of this Bible-centered summary of 


Lockyer's rich experience. 64 pages. Paper 
cover. 50c 


TRUTH FOR SOWER AND SEEKER By Harold F. Sayles 


Conveniently arranged Scriptures giving light 

on problems in Christian living. Pocket size. 

Paper cover. 50c { 
helpful zondervan publications 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER TODAY | 


KET 
IES 


Iniform 
rlies or 
or, Pri- 
? Adult 
nd full 


rUDY 


ize and 
gras 
‘ pages, 
gly low 
IGLEY’ SS] 
ons. 


ils 
pplies 
r, Ind. 


vsdead 


ra. October 28, 1955 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


s | Page Seven 


The Man Who o Laughs —— 


(Continued from page 6) 


who are not in Christ will be lost 
in the fires of Hell forever if 
they should suddenly die. 


Lost friend, if your life should 
suddenly cease, Hell would be 
your eternal portion. If tonight 
you should step outside of this 
auditorium and be struck by a 
passing car, you would be in eter- 
nal Hell, lost forever. 

Therefore, we- must consider 
with sincerity and solemnity this 
matter. Some people have laugh- 
ed at the subject of eternal Hell- 
fire. I would like to say a few 
words about such a person. 


I. The Man Who Laughs at 
Eternal Hell-Fire Is 
a Fool 
I looked into the concordance 
of my Bible and found all kinds 
of fools mentioned. For example, 


there is the atheistic fool who 
says, “No God” (Ps. 53:1). 
There is the slandering fool. 


“He that hideth hatred with ly- 
ing lips, and he that uttereth a 
slander is a fool.” (Prov.10:18). 

There is the meddlesome fool. 
“Tt is an honor for a man to cease 
from strife: but every fool will 
be meddling” (Prov. 20:3). 


There is the hypocritical fool. 
“And ™the Lord said unto him, 
Now do ye Pharisees make clean 
the outside of the cup and the 
platter; but your inward part is 
full of ravening and wickedness. 
Ye fools, did not he that made 
that which is without make that 
which is .within also?” (Luke 
11:39,40). 

But the greatest fool is the one 
who mocks at sin and Hell. Pre- 
verbs 14:9 tells us, “Fools make 
a mock at sin: but among. the 
righteous there is favour.” 

The man who mocks at sin is 
mocking at Hell, for “the wages 
of sin is death.” And again, “The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 

The man who laughs at Hell- 
fire is a fool, for he is mocking 
God. “Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man 


~ssoweth that shall he also reap.” 


The man who laughs at Hell- 
fire is mocking at sin, and sin is 
a dreadful. and awful _ reality. 
Look around you at the work of 
sin. See the hospitals, the asyl- 
ums, the rest homes; look upon 
the broken bodies, the weary steps, 
the dimming eyes. Look around 
the world at bloodshed between 
nations. See the strife among 
people everywhere. This is the re- 
sult of sin. How foolish that a 
man would mock at sin! 

Again, the man who laughs at 
Hell-fire is a fool, for he mocks 
at his own danger. I would be 
foolish to stand here upon this pul- 
pit if someone told me that with- 
in a few seconds dynamite would 
explode beneath my feet. I could 
stand here and boast and brag 
that I’m not afraid; but you would 
call me a fool. I would show the 
part of wisdom to move out of 
the place of danger. 

The man who laughs at Hell-fire 
is a fool because he is mocking 
at the warnings of God. Through- 
out this infallible Word, God is 
warning sinners. The Spirit of 
God faithfully illustrates’ the 
awfulness of sin, the imminence of 
death, and the need to be ready 
to meet God. Every verse in the 
Bible contains a warning for lost 
sinners. We might mock at the 
warning of a child, but how can 


we mock at God? 


It is also the business of every 
child of God to stand on the high- 
way of life and warn men of dan- 
ger to come. Every honest believer 
must shout forth the awfulness 
of Hell and warn the lost. 


II. The Man Who Laughs at 
Eternal Hell-Fire Calls 
Christ a Liar — 

God’s Word has spoken on the 
subject of Hell. If I reject His 
Word, then I am calling Christ 
a liar. 

If you reject His Word, you 
are denying that He is the Son 
of God. You are refusing to take 
His Word as the only begotten of 
the Father. 

Of course, the Devil is seeking 
to turn men away from the Word 
of God. In so doing, he is turning 
them into Hell. 


Look again at the account of the 
rich man and Lazarus. Here are 


evo men living near each other, 
in different strata of society, 
Lazarus died, and Jesus said he 
was carried by the angels into 
Abraham’s bosom. Dives, the rich 
man, died and was buried. And 
the next scene we have is the rich 
man in Hell, crying for relief from 
the tormenting flames. It is easy 
for a person to read this story 
and to try to change it to suit his 
own sinful mind. But if I try to 
change it, then I am challenging 
the truth and the deity of the Son 
of God. 
Christ said, “The wicked shall 
go into eternal punishment.” 
Christ spoke of eternal fire and 
torment. You must believe His 
Word, or call Him a liar. 
Modernism would turn men 
away from the truth. Modernism, 
with all of its higher criticism, 
would seek to deny that man 
is a lost sinner. Modernism de- 
spises the message of the blood 
of Christ. Modernism attacks the 
infallibility of the Scriptures. 
Stay by the Word of God. Be- 
lieve the Word. Obey the Word. 
Let every man be a liar, but let 
God be true. 


Ill. The Man Who Laughs at 
Eternal Hell-Fire Is Lost 


Why? Because he has called 
Christ a liar. He has denied the 
truth of the Word. He has rejected 
the only Saviour. 


There is only one way to 
Heaven. Christ said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” We are saved by faith in 
the sinless, perfect, holy Christ 
who died upon Calvary for us. He 
had no sins of His own, but bore 
our sins in His own body on the 
tree, 

Now, if we come and reject the 
Word of Christ, then we have no 
Saviour. If He were a sinner as 
we are, then He could not save 
us by His death; but, praise God, 
He was not a sinner! He was 
the perfect and holy Saviour, yet 
for our sakes, He took our Sins, 
and. died in our place upon the 
cruel cross. 

Is there hope for the scoffer? 
Yes, if he will turn from his scoff- 
ing and in simple faith look to 
Jesus Christ and be saved. 

Some years ago, when we wor- 
shiped' in the tabernacle across 
the street, there came a man into 
our services, and went away scof- 
fing and ridiculing the sermons 
and the services. But somehow, 
he could not stay away. He re- 
turned to see what else might be 
said, so he could continue’ his 
scoffing. Finally, one day, a good 
family of the church took this man 
home with them for lunch. After | 
the meal was over, they sat 
around the table and talked about 
spiritual matters. He began scof- 
fing again, but these Christian 
people, in kindness and love, began 
to reason with him and show him 
what God had to say. It was not 
long until tears of repentance 
came into his eyes, and he had 
accepted Christ as his Saviour. 
That man became a faithful mem- 
ber of this church and served God 
for two or three years in this 
place before moving to another 
city. 

Quite often the skeptic is a 
man--witha hungry heart: He 
desires to know the truth and to 
be saved, but has listened so much 
to the words of men until he finds 
it difficult to turn to Christ in 
simple child-like faith. 


Sinner friend, there is one thing 
that I would like to impress upon 
your mind and heart, and that 
is the love of God. God loves you. 
He gave His only begotten Son 
in order that you might be saved. 
You do not need to go to Hell. 
God wants you to be saved. He 
is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. 


Christ is callingsfor you to come 
and be saved. He died in your 
place. Surely He desires your 
salvation. 

The Holy Spirit is working in 
this hour to produce conviction 
and to point you to the Saviour. 
Will you heed the wooing of His 
Spirit? 

Every true believer in this 
building is concerned about your 
soul. We are praying that you 


(Contjnued from page 1) 


clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air...’ Why should we meet 
Him in the air? If at Christ’s 
coming we will simply go with 
Him into the kingdom, then why 
not have Christians all gathered 
together by the angels, to Jeru- 
salem, to meet Christ there, as 
will be true about the Jews, ‘‘the 
elect” mentioned in Matthew 
24:31? No, Christ will be in the 
air and will not at this first 
phase of His coming come down to 
the earth. We will be caught up 
to meet Him in the clouds and 
then be taken with Him to Heaven 
for a period. The tribulation time 
will be on earth while the saints 
are in Heaven. 


2. The Church Must Be 
Assembled in Heaven 


In the English language the 
word church may mean a building, 
may mean a whole denominational 
organization, as “the Methodist 
Church,” or the “Catholic Church” 
though neither is the Bible mean- 
ing of “church.” The little Greek 
word ecclesia, translated church 
in the -New Testament, simply 
means a@ called-out assembly. So 
it is used generally, in the Bible, 
of local ‘congregations of Chris- 
tians; as “the church of God at 
Corinth,” or “the churches of 
Galatia.” At other times it is used 
of all the saved of all ages, who 
Will be caught out to meet Christ 
in the air at the rapture. This 
body of saints does not exist now 
aS an organization. In fact, it does 
not exist as an entity, except in 
a spiritual and prospective sense. 
Spiritually all the saved are mem- 
bers of “the church which is his 
body” (Eph. 1:22, 23; Col. 1:18). 
But the actual calling out and 
assemblage of this body will be 
when Jesus comes to gather His 
redeemed to meet Him in the air. 


This great assemblage of the 
church in Heaven is foretold in 
Hebrews 12:22-24: 


“But ye are come unto mount 


Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, and to an _ innumerable 


company of angels, To the general 
assembly and church of the first- 
born, Which are written in heaven, 
and to- God the Judge of all, and 
to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, And to Jesus the mediator 
of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 


better things than that of Abel.” 
The saints will be assembled 


“unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem.” An in- 
numerable company of angels will 
be present. It is called ‘the gen- 
eral assembly and church of the 
firstborn, Which are written. in 
| heaven.” We will be assembled ‘‘to 
God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 
And to Jesus...” There, in hea- 
venly ceremonies, we will see cele- 
brated “the blood of sprinkling, 
that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel.” All this is to take 
place in Heaven, after the rapture. 

But the context of this Scripture 
shows that as Israel was assem- 
bled at Mount Sinai to receive the 
old covenant, the law, before go- 
ing into the land of Canaan (Heb. 
12: 18-21), so all of us will be as- 
sembled in Heaven before enter- 
ing the kingdom. of Christ on 
earth. We shall be assembled un- 
der “the new covenant” (vs. 24), 
to Jesus, not to Moses, and “to the 
blood of sprinkling,” instead of 
to the tables of stone. Then 
following this, verse 28 Says, 
“Wherefore we receiving a king- 
dom which cannot be moved, let 
us have grace, whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with rever- 
ence and godly fear.” So, the rap- 
ture in the heavens and the trem- 
endous assembling of all the saints 
of the ages in the city of God, in 
the presence of God and“ angels 
and with all the spirits of just 
men made perfect, heavenly cere- 


will be saved tonight... We are 
ready to help you in every way 
that we can. 

Give full, complete, and serious 
consideration to the need of your 
soul. Be not foolish and light- 
hearted. Look to Christ and be 
saved. 


(From DEATH ... AND AFTER? A 
book of sermons by Dr. Lee Roberson. 
$1.50, Sword of the Lord Publishers, Whea- 


ton, Illinois.) 


A Date in Heaven 


monies and heavenly business will 
occupy the saints while the tribu- 
lation takes place on earth and 
before we return with Christ to 
set up His kingdom and reign. As 
Israel, after receiving the law at 
Sinai spent forty years in the 
wilderness, so will the saints of 
God spend at least seven years 
in Heaven at the heavenly Jeru- 
salem. The forty years were a 
period of trial and testing under 
the old covenant, the law, which 
was a matter of works. The seven 
years in Heaven will picture per- 
fect salvation, by the blood of 
Christ, of God’s infinite grace and 
not of men’s works. 


Does not your heart thrill at 
the thought of that tremendous 
gathering of-all the saints of all 
ages, the spirits of just men made 
perfect, with the innumerable 
company of angels, to God the 
Father and to Jesus, and to the 
blood of sprinkling? What a ga- 
thering! 

How grand the reunion with 
lost loved ones! How glorious to 
meet the saints and martyrs of 
the ages! Oh, the glory of the 
holy angels, and greater than that 
—the glory and presence of God 
the Father Himself! And sweetest 
of all to meet Jesus, with the ab- 
solute certainty that all sin is 
forgiven, covered by’ the blood in 
this new covenant! 

That heavenly assembly of the 
church, so long foretold, will take 
some time in Heaven, while the 
tribulation transpires on. earth. 


3. Christians Must Have a 
Time With Christ in the 
Father’s House of 
Many Mansions 

The night before Jesus was cru- 
cified He talked to His disciples 
about His second coming. He said: 

“In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” 

The disciples were not to let 
their hearts be troubled because 
Jesus was going. to prepare a 
place for them and for us, in the 
Father’s house of many mansions. 
Then He promised that after He 
would go and prepare a place for 
us He would come again and re-. 
ceive us to Himself in that won- 
derful place He will have prepar- 
ed. 

Does not this Scripture, taken 
at face value, teach that when Je- 
sus comes He will take us to the 
Father’s house of many mansions 
for a period there? You see, pro- 
phesied events for Christians must 
take place in Heaven, and that 
means that there will be consider- 
able interval between the: rap- 
ture of the saints and the ‘set- 
ting up of Christ’s kingdom on 
earth. That leaves the proper time 
for the Great Tribulation on earth, 
the rise and reign of the Anti- 
christ, the plagues and troubles 
of the Great Tribulation while 
Christians will be in the Father’s 
house of many mansions with 
Christ. 


4. A Wedding Feast in Heaven 
Must Take Place After Christ 
Catches Up His Saints 


In several passages the Lord 
Jesus referred to a great wedding 
feast which will be held in Heaven. 
In Matthew 25:1-13 He told the 
story of the ten virgins who went 
forth to meet the bridegroom. 
Certainly Jesus Himself is the 


Bridegroom, The time is the Sec- 
ond Coming, for verse 13 says, 
“Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.” 


From that parable it is made 
quite clear also that the wise vir- 
gins, those who took oil in their 
vessels along with their torches 
of wicks, were received into the 
wedding while others were left 
outside. So some will go to Heaven 
at the rapture and others. will be 
left on earth, 

In Luke 14:12-14 Jesus says 
that those who make a supper for 
the poor and needy will be vre- 
compensed ‘at the resurrection of 
the just. “And when one of them 
that sat at meat with him heard 
these things, he said unto him, 
Blessed is he that shall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God.” Then 
Jesus told a parable of a certain 
man who made a great supper and 
bade many, 

In Matthew 22:1-14 Jesus tells 
again of this wedding supper in 
Heaven to follow the rapture of 
the saints. He said, “The kingdom 
of heaven is liké unto a certain 
king, which made a marriage for 
his son, And sent forth his ser- 
vants to call them that were bid- 
den to the wedding: and they 
would not come.’ We are told that 
servants went forth to invite 
everybody, but many refused and 
made excuses, “And the remnant 
took his servants, and entreated 
them spitefully, and slew them.” 

At the supper the king himself 
came in to see the guests and 
found there a man which had not 
on the wedding garment and he 
was cast out. 

Surely here we find a parable 
illustrating the wedding § feast 
which will take place in Heaven. 
The King mentioned is God the 
Father. The Son, for whom the 
wedding supper is given, is Je- 
sus Christ our Saviour. All of wu: 
who have put on the righteousness 


of Christ by faith, have on the 
wedding garment, and will be 
caught up to meet Christ, will be 


taken to the Father's house oi 

many mansions and there we will 

take part in this blessed wedding 
(Continued on page 8) 
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feast and “eat bread in the king- 
dom of God.” 

The saved are to be the bride 
of Christ at this heavenly wed- 
ding. In Ephesians 5:25-27 the 
presentation of this “glorious 
church” to Christ as His body is 
mentioned: 

“Husbands, love your. wives, 
even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; 
That he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by 
the word, That he might present 
it toa himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish.” 


This church which Jesus loved 
and gave Himself for is not a 
denomination, not a local con- 
gregation. It is the “church, Which 
is his body” (Eph. 1:22-23). It 
will include all the saved who, 
when Christ comes for His own, 
will be caught up together with 
Him and then assembled in Heav- 
en. 


This is another event which 
must take place in Heaven, away 
from those who do not accept the 
blessed invitation and do not have 
on the wedding garment. These 
heavenly events which must take 
place after the rapture and before 
Christ returns with His saints to 
reign on the earth obviously leave 
reom for the Great Tribulation 
and related events to take place 
on: the earth. But the saints will 
not go through the tribulation. 
They have business in Heaven 
with Jesus. 


5. Christians in Heaven Must 
Stand Judgment at the Judg- 
ment Seat of Christ After 
the Rapture and Before 
the Reign of Christ 
on Earth 

Another of the heavenly events 
which will occupy Christians while 
Daniel’s seventieth week, the 
tribulation and related events take 
place on earth, will be a_ judg- 
ment for rewards at the judgment 
seat of Christ. 


“™ There is a judgment for Chris- 


as 


tians, This judgment will be in 
Heaven. It will not determine 
whether one is saved or lost, 
whether a person goes to Heaven 
or Hell, No, it will be a judg- 
ment of people already saved, al- 
ready in Heaven, already with res- 
urrection bodies. It will be a judg- 
ment to determine how much re- 
ward each is to receive for his 
work, It will determine what place 


of honor and rule or none which 
Christians will have in the reign 
of Christ on earth which is to fol- 
low. 

This judgment is mentioned 
many times in the Bible. Paul, by 
divine inspiration, said: 


“For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.”—II Cor. 5:10. 


Note that the place of this judg- 
ment is called the “‘judgment seat 
of Christ,” and those to appear 
there are the Apostle Paul and 
all Christians. “ ... WE MUST 
ALL appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ.” : 

Again in Romans 14:10 we are 
told, “ ... for we shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of 
Christ.” Also in Romans 14:12, 
“So then every one of us shall 
give account of himself to God.” 
This is a judgment of Christians. 
The book of Romans was address- 
ed “To all that be in Rome, 
beloved of God, called to be 
saints.” It is intended for all Chris- 
tians. We Christians must stand 
at a judgment seat of Christ. 

A detailed account of this is 
given in I Corinthians 3:10-15: 


“According to the grace of God 
which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon. 
For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
build upon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble; Every man’s work shall 
be made mamifest: for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall 
be revealed by fire; and the fire 
shall try every man’s work of 
what sort itis. If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built there- 
upon, he shall recewe a reward. 
If any man’s work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: but he him- 
self shall be saved; yet so as by 
fire.” | 


Note that this is a judgmet of 
people who have taken Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. He is the Foun- 
dation upon which the church is 
built and upon which every Chris- 
tian must stand, 

Paul had gone to Corinth, had 
preached the Gospel, and with all 
those who had trusted Christ Paul 


HY You wae 
Detailed Report of 


Found Christ 


Carolina, 
revival. 


Graham’ s 


service for God, 


When Billy Graham 


then the book by that name is 

for you! Read how some Chris- 
tian laymen in Charlotte, North 
prayed all day for 
Then see how opposi- 
tion came. Watch the planning 
and working, then the calling 
of Evangelist Mordecai Ham for 
the meeting. Note the working 
of the Holy Spirit-how Billy 
heart was touched 
to receive Christ. Follow this 
thrilling story step by step! You 

will not only find a new, fresh 

and detailed report in this book 
by Rev. Edward E. Ham, but 
your heart will be warmed and 

you will be challenged in your 


When Billy Graham Found 
Christ sells for the low 
price of 50c, Paper-bound, 
two-color cover, four full- 
page pictures, 48 pages. Or- 
der today from your book- 
dealer or add 5c for postage 
and handling charges and 
write to Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 West Wes- 
ley Street, Wheaton, Iili- 
nois. 


rhad “laid the foundation.” Each 
man, however, must build his own 
structure for rewards, after he is 
saved, 

There is coming a day when 
“Every man’s work shall be made 
manifest” for “THE DAY shall de- 
clare it,” we are told. 


Those who have built of wood, 
hay, and stubble will find their 
work burned. ‘Those who have 
built of gold, silver, precious 
stones, have builded for eternity 
in winning souls, will be rewarded. 
Notice that this reward is not sal- 
vation, for all of these are saved. 
One whose work is burned “shall 
suffer loss: but he himself shall 
be saved; yet so as by fire.” This 
is the judgment for Christians. 

I understand from many Scrip- 
tures that we shall enter into our 
rewards, here assigned in the later 


with him” (II Tim. 2:12). The 
twelve apostles were promised 
that because they had forsaken 
all and followed Jesus “ ... in 
the regeneration when the ‘Son 
of man shall sit in the throne of 
his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel’ (Matt. 19:28). 
In the parable of the pounds, the 
Lord who rewards His servants 
says to the one, “... have thou 
authority over ten cities” and “Be 
thou also over five cities’ (Luke 
19: 17-19). In the last book of 


'the Bible Jesus told John to write, 


“And, behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work 
shall be’ (Rev. 22:12). So the en- 
tering in to our rewards will 
come when Christ brings us back 
to reign with Him on the earth. 
But there must be, in Heaven, at 
the judgment seat of Christ, a 
detailed judgment of Christians so 
that “... every one may receive 
the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad” (II 
Cor. 5:10). That detailed and ex- 
tensive judgment will occur in 
Heaven after the rapture. Then 
the rewards will be assigned and 
we will come back with Christ on 
earth into the places and honors 
assigned us after the judgment. 


The judgment of Christians at 
the judgment seat of Christ is an 
extended matter. It must occur in 
the interval between the rapture 
and the return of Christ with His 
saints to reign on the earth. Saints 
will be occupied in Heaven during 
the time when the Great Tribu- 
lation and kindred events take 
place on earth. 


6. At the Close of Our Honey- 
moon in Heaven Christ Will 
Return With His Saints 
and Angels to Reign 
On Earth 


Just as in I Thessalonians 4:17 
we are told, “Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them [the resur- 
rected dead] in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air...” so other 
Scriptures tell us that we will re- 
turn with Christ to reign. 


Enoch, the seventh from Adam, 
long before the flood, prophesied 
saying, “Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints” 
(Jude 14). This prophecy of Enoch 
is very remarkable. Enoch ‘“walk- 
ed with God: and he was not; for 
God took him” (Gen. 5:24). Enoch 
was translated, taken bodily, to 
Heaven EXACTLY AS CHRIS- 
TIANS WILL BE TAKEN AT 
THE RAPTURE! Enoch, who was 
the first to experience this trans- 
lation, this bodily rapture, caught 
up to Heaven, is a type of Chris- 
tians who will be caught away 
when Jesus comes. He looked for- 
ward to the time when he and 
other saints would come with Je- 
sus back to this earth! The Holy 
Spirit revealed this to him and he 
prophesied, ‘Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his 
saints.” 
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too we also greatly need to be on}, , 


our guard when we study or teach 
the “Word of God.” 


Our third text is II Tim. 2:15: 

“Give diligence to present tiy- 
self approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be asham- 
ed, handling aright the word of 
truth.” The Authorized Version, as 
you know, reads, “Study to show 
thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dwiding the word 
of truth.” 

The Greek word Paul actually 
used. means, ‘cutting straight,” 
and that would be a better way to 
translate it here than the way in 
which it is rendered in either the‘ 
Authorized Version or the Revised 
Version: Then the verse would 
read, “Give diligence to present 
thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, cutting straight the 
word of truth.’ I tell you there 
is a lot of crooked cutting nowa- 
days when men come to the study 
and interpretation of the Word of 
God, especially when they find 
something they do not wish to 
believe. 


Some years ago, a friend of 
mine passed by a carpenter and 
joiner’s shop in a southern city. 
Over the door was this sign, ‘All 
sorts of twisting and turning done 
here.” That would be a fine sign 
to put over the door of some of 
our theological seminaries, and 
many of our pulpits and Bible 
classes, and many a room where 
Christians are studying the Word 
of God alone; and each one of us 
guard that this may not be an ap- 
propriate sign to be put over the 
needs to be very much on our 
door of the room where we study 
our Bible alone. Remember, as you 
study the Bible that it is God’s 
Word and be sure to “cut it 
straight.” 


My fourth text is Matthew 4: 


o-(, “The devil... saith unto him, 


this passage that the Devil can 
quote Scripture and interpret or 
misinterpret Scripture, and argue 
from what “is written” in the 


Book of God. If you think he has 
quit the business, read “Pastor”. 


Russell’s Millennial Dawn, or Mrs. 
Eddy’s Science and Health, or 
some of the productions of the 
“American Institute of Sacred Lit- 
erature” or the Chicago Univer- 
sity, 
School helps sent out by some of 


our denominational boards. But I: 


would not advise you to spend 
much. time on this evidently Devil- 
inspired trash. 

It is not enough to/study the 
Bible, nor even to spend several 
hours in Bible study daily. We 
must seek diligently to “cut it 


straight.” We must find out how. 


to interpret_the Bible so as to find 


its true meaning, so as to discover. 
just what God meant to teach by. 


each verse we study: and then 


interpret it that way in every in-. 


stance. 


Of many passages of Scripture 


there are several possible mean- 


ings; one man says it means one: 


thing and another man says it 
means another thing. Now God 
intends only one of these mean- 
ings. We should seek to find out 
not what men say it means, even 
good men, but what God intended 
it to teach. Is there any way in 
which ordinary men like you and 
me can tell to a certainty which 
interpretation of several possible 
interpretations of a passage is 
the right interpretation, the ex- 
act meaning God intended to con- 
vey? There is. There are certain 
Laws of Interpretation that will 
enable you to know in at. least 


‘almost every instance just what 


is the true interpretation of every 
verse in the Bible, what is the 
true sense of the passage, just 
what God wishes to teach. I 


(Continued on page 9) 


Actually, the. number here 
should be “myriads” or “tens of 
thousands of his saints.” It is in- 
tentionally an indefinite number. 
When only seven generations of 
men had lived on the earth Enoch 
saw the uncounted multitude of 
saints returning with Christ to 
the earth! 


In I Thessalonians 4:14 Paul 
was comforting the Thessalonians 
about those who were asleep in Je- 
sus (that is, their bodies were a- 
Sleep) and he said, “For if we be- 
lieve that Jesus died and rose a- 
gain, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him.” Here clearly he is talking a- 
bout the disembodied spirits who 
will come back with Jesus to en- 
ter our resurrected bodies and 
then be caught up together with 
us Christians who are alive, to 
meet the Lord in the air. But no 
such inference is given in Jude 14. 
It is not spirits coming: for their 
resurrected bodies. It is the resur- 
rected persons themselves coming 
back with the Lord Jesus to exe- 
cute judgment. The judgment 
mentioned in the following verses 
is the same as described in Mat- 
thew 26:31-46 and in Scriptures 
telling about the battle of Arma- 
geddon, which must come after 
Christ returns with saints and 
angels to set up His kingdom on 
earth. 

In Matthew 25:31 we are told 
of the time “When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him... ” 
to sit on the throne of His glory 
at Jerusalem, and judge the 
civilian population still alive on 
the earth. 

In Revelation 19:11-16 John 
writes by divine inspiration: 


“And I saw heaven opened, and 
behold a white horse; and he that 
sat wpon him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness 
he doth judge and make war. His 
eyes were as a flame of fire, and 
on his head were many crowns; 
and he had a name written, that 
no man knew, but he himself. And 
he was clothed’ with a vesture 
dipped in blood: and his name is 
called The Word of God. And the 
armies which were in heaven fol- 
lowed him wpon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean. And out of his mouth 


ggeth a sharp sword, that with 


it he should smite the nations: 


and he shall rule them with a rod 
of tron: and he treadeth the wine- 
press of the fierceness and wrath 
of Almighty God. And he hath 
on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written, KING OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS.” 


Then follows: the story of -the 
battle of Armagaddon and the set- 
ting up of the kingdom of Christ 
on earth, and His millennial reign. 

This is not the picture of Christ 
coming to catch His saints into 
the air and take them to the wed- 
ding feast in the Father’s house 
of“many mansions and for the 
judgment seat of Christ. This is 
a picture of Christ coming later, 
with armies of Heaven; with saints 
and angels, to bring judgment to 
the Antichrist and his armies and 
to bring judgment to wicked 
Christ-rejectors and to regath- 
er Israel and reign upon the earth 
with His saints! 

Let me state it again simply: 
the heavenly events which must 
come to the saints of God between 
the rapture and the return of 
Christ to reign will require con- 
siderable time. That time is pro- 
vided during Daniel’s seventieth 


week of prophecy when God deals. 


with the nation Israel again on 
earth, and with the Gentile world 
governments which He will de- 
stroy. The Great Tribulation and 
kindred events must occur on 
earth after the saints have been 
caught away to meet Christ in the 
air, to go to the Father’s house of 
many mansions, to have the wed- 
ding feast, to have the judgment of 
Christians according to their 


works and the assignment of re- 


wards. Then, after the tribulation 
will appear the sign of the Son 
of man in Heaven and those on 
earth will “see the Son of.man 
coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory’ as 
we are clearly told-in Matthew 
24:29, 30. We will com® back with 
Christ to see His triumph and 
enter with Him into His king- 
dom on earth. | 

The saints cannot be on earth 
during the tribulation time. They 
have business in Heaven with 
Christ, the Bridegroom, the Judge, 
the King who will be appointing 
His officers for the coming king- 
dom. 


—THE END— 


_ it is written.’’ You see from. 
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shall endeavor to state these laws 
so you can all understand them 
and then apply them for your- 
selves. 


I. Get Absolutely Right With 
God Yourself by the Absolute 
Surrender of Your Will 
to God 


The first great law of correct 
Bible interpretation, which will be 
recognized as a law of God by any 
fair-minded person who gives it a 
few minutes’ consideration, is, Get 
Absolutely Right With God Your- 
self by the Absolute Surrender of 
Your Will to Him. 


The only man who is at.all com- 
petent to interpret the will of God 
is the man who is in harmony with 
God, and the only man who is in 
harmony with God is the man 
whose will is fully surrendered to 
God. If you are not right with 
God ‘yourself, you certainly are 
not competent to say what God 
means by any passage in His 
Word. Our Lord Jesus Himself 
says this in John 7:17, R.V., “If 
any man willeth to do his will, he 
shall know of the teaching, wheth- 
er it is of God, or whether I speak 
from myself.” Nothing else so 
clears up our minds to understand 
the Word of God as the surrend- 
er Of our wills to God. 


The will is the eye of the soul. 
Our Lord says that also. He says 
in Matthew 6:22, 23, R. V., “The 
lamp of the body is the eye: if 
therefore thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light. 
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body shall be full of darkness.” 
And it is clear from the next 
verse that by a “single eye” He 
means a will fully surrendered to 
God. His words are, “No man can 
serve two masters: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to one, 
and despise the other’ (Matt. 6: 
24, R.V.). If your will is surrend- 
ered to God and to Him alone, 
your “eye” is ‘single,’ and your 
“whole body full of light.” But if 
your will is not fully surrendered 
to God and Him alone, your “eye” 
is “evil” and your whole person 
is “full of darkness.’ Nothing 
else gives us such a clear eye to 
discern, as we read God’s Word, 
just what God means, as an en- 
tirely surrendered will. A sur- 
rendered will will do more to 
qualify any one to be a competent 
and dependable interpreter of the 
Word of God than the fullest 
possible university course in Greek 
and Hebrew and the cognate 
languages. As I said last Sunday 


day, I have known great Greek/ 


scholars and great Hebrew scho- 
lars and men deeply versed in the 
cognate languages who were blind 
as a bat to the real meaning of 
the Seriptures because they lack- 
ed that clearness of spiritual vis- 
ion that comes only from a sur- 
rendered will and on the other 
hand I have known very ordinary 
and quite uneducated men and 
Women, men and women with no 
pretentions whatever to scholar- 
ship, who had a wonderful under- 


Standing of the meaning of God’s. 


Word because their wills were 
surrendered to God. 


We get this same principle of 
Bible interpretation from Psalm 
29:14, R.V.: “The friendship -of 
Jehovah is with them that fear 
him; And he will show them his 
covenant.” The same thought is 
found in Proverbs 3:32, ‘The fro- 
Ward is abomination to the Lord: 
but his secret is with the right- 
€ous.” A closely similar thought is 
found in our Lord’s last words to 
His disciples on the night before 
His crucifiixon, in John 15:15, R. 
V.: “No longer do I call you 
servants; for the servant knoweth 
not what his” lord doeth: but I 
have called you friends; for all 
things that I heard from my Fath- 
er I have made known unto you.” 

The first great principle of bibli- 
Cal interpretation is then, that the 
one who would interpret the Bible 
must himself be in harmony with 
the Author of the Book by the 
surrender of his will to God. 
Every theological professor whose 
Will is not fully surrendered to 
God, should be turned out of the 
chair he occupies in any seminary 
or university. 


When Mr. Alexander and I were 


holding meetings in a university 
city in England, Mr. Alexander 
was invited out to dinner by one 
of the most prominent officers in 
one of the theological schools con- 
nected with the university, This 
man, who was a fine man in many 
Ways, took exception to some of 
our teachings. He accompanied 
Mr. Alexander after dinner out to 
his carriage, and as they stood 


by the carriage and had a few 
earnest parting words Mr. Adtex- 
ander put the question straight to 
him, “Have you ever made a full 
surrender of your will to God?” 
This prominent, theological univer- 
sity teacher very frankly and 
gently said to Mr. Alexander, “No; 
Mr. Alexander, I. have not.” 


That accounted for his misun- 
derstanding of the Word of God, 
and the same thing accounts for 
the misunderstanding of the Word 
of God on the part of a great many 
students of the Word today. See 


to it that you are not blinded in 
a similar way to the real mean- 
ing of God’s Word. Unless you 
fulfill his first great law of cor- 
rect Bible interpretation it will not 
help you to fulfill the other laws. 
You will get nowhere in your 
study of the Word, == 


II. Be Determined to Find Out 
Just What God Intended to 
Teach and Not What You 
Wish Him to Teach 

The second principle of correct 
Bible interpretation is, Be deter- 


mined to Find Out Just What 
God Intended to Teach and Not 
What You Wish Him to Teach. 


One great reason why many do 
not find out the true meaning of 
God’s Words is because they do 


not really wish to find out the 


true meaning of God’s Words, but 
they wish to find some way in 
Which they can force God’s Words 
into harmony with their own no- 
tions. Many men and women see 
in the Bible just what they wish 
to see in the Bible. This is the 
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A Special Message From Louis T: Talbot 


Chancellor. Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


N THE past few months Dr. John R. Rice has gra- 
| ciously told you Sword reader’ about the great for- 
ward step we are taking here at the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles in building a new $3 million campus. It 
thrills my heart to tell you, my friends, that God has 
already provided the land for our new campus—paid 
foy in full. It’s 50 beautiful rolling acres in the center 
of an orange grove just outside the downtown congested 
area. It’s outwhere the air is clean and fresh the year 


When we built our first buildings nearly 50 years 
ago we had a gracious friend in the late Mr. Lyman 
Stewart, president of the Union Oil Co., who gave most 
of the money. Today we have no such wealthy man to 
turn to. But we have the same God. And we have a host 
of praying friends around the world—friends we are 
counting on in child-like faith to supply the money for 
this project for our Saviour. 


I know you Sword readers, for the most part, have 
little money_to spare. But. I’m asking (and because it’s 
for our Saviour, without apology) that each of you 
sacrificially pledge a gift now. I needn’t remind, you 
that Southern California is: growing faster than any 
part of America and I fear the consequences if we fail 
our Saviour at this most critical time. 


If you’ve wanted to go to the mission field and 
couldn’t or have wanted to have a part in training such 
preachers as Percy Crawford, Donald Barnhouse and 
Charles E. Fuller (all graduates of The Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles) I humbly plead with you to give gen- 
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erously now. Some of you will want to sell a cow ora 
pig to give. Some of you will want to give a week’s wages. 
I know it won’t be easy. But others are giving thein 
lives. Can we fail to give a little of the material things 
God has given us to be stewards over? 


Just fill out the coupon and send it in this week. 
For each of you who pledge $10 or more we’ve asked tha 
editors of The King’s Business magazine to send you 
a full year’s subscription free if you desire it (check 
this item in coupon). In a few weeks we'll bring you a 
report giving the exact amount you Sword readers have 
pledged. Mail yours as soon as possible in order that it 
might be counted in this report. Thank you. 
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For new campus, Bible Institute of Los Angeles, I pledges 


[] I am pledging $10 or more and would like to receive The 
King’s Business magazine as a gift for one year, 


Fill out and return to: Dr. Louis T, Talbot, Chancellor, The 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 558 So. Hope St., Los Angeles 
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cause of the blinding of the eyes 
of many. 

Some one asked me the other 
day, “Why cannot the Jews see 
that their own Old Testament 
Scriptures predicted a suffering 
Messiah who should make atone- 
ment for sin by His death, and 
that Jesus is that Messiah? It 
is so plain.” The answer is simple, 
because they do not wish to. And 
I asked the person who asked me 
this question another question, 
“Why do not Christians today see 
that there are other predictions 
in the Old Testament just as 
plain and far more of them, that 
the Messiah is coming as an all- 
conquering King to rule the na- 
tions with a rod or iron, that 
Jesus, the true Messiah, is coming 
again?” The answer to that is 
just as simple—because they do 
not wish to. 


There was a time many years 
ago when I was so certain that all 
men would ultimately be saved 
and the Devil too, and was so 
determined to establish that doc- 
trine, that I interpreted every- 
thing I found in the Bible on 
the subject of future punishment 
in the light, or rather in the dark- 
ness, of that determination of 
mine, to make the Bible square 
with my own. view, which I 
reasoned out philosophically and 
was ready to defend against all 
comers. But when I reached the 


point where I desired not only}! 


to make the Bible square with my 
philosophical arguments for uni- 
versal salvation, but to find out 
just what God really taught, I 
easily found just what God did 
teach; and my universal salvation 
arguments evaporated into thin air. 
We must all of us be on our guard 
at this point, that in absolute hon- 
esty we have but one wish and 
that is to find out just what God 
means by the verse we are study- 
ing and that only, no matter how 
much it may conflict with our 
previous ideas. 


Ill. Get the Most Accurate 
Text 


The third principle of correct 
Bible interpretation is, Get the 
Most Accurate Text to Interpret. 
It is the original manuscripts of 


—_— ns 


the Bible that are the very Word 
of God. Now we do not have the 
original manuscripts of the Bible. 
We have many manuscripts but 
not one of them is the original. 
There are many variations in the 
manuscripts which we possess. 
But by a comparison of the very 
many manuscripts we have of the 
various parts of the Bible—and we 
have far, far more manuscripts of 
the books of the Bible than of any 
other ancient book—we can come 
very close to the original texts as 
they came from the hands of Paul 
and John and Matthew and the 
rest of the writers of the books 
of the Old and New Testaments. 
Indeed we have now what is to 
all practical intents and purposes 
what is the original text as it 
came from the hand of the original 
writers of the various books of the 
Bible, 


It is wonderful when one thinks 
of it, when we remember how old 
these books are and how often 
they were copied and how very 
many manuscripts we have and 
the advances in scholarship, eés- 
pecially in textual criticism, 
that have been made in the time 
between when the Authorized Ver- 
sion was published 310 years ago 
in 1611 and when the Revised Ver- 
sion was published only a few 
years ago, in 1881 (the New Testa- 
ment), that there are so few 
differences of real importance be- 
tween the Authorized Version and 
the American Standard Version. 
There is not one single doctrine 
of any vital importance affected 
in the least by the variations be- 
tween the two versions—not one. 
That is amazing and shows the 
wonderful providential care with 
which God guarded His own writ- 
ten Word. 


But there are slight differences 
and, of course, we wish the exact 
mind of God and, as that is found 
in the original manuscripts, we 
therefore desire and should seek 
the purest text, the most exact 
text, the text which is closest to 
the original manuscripts. There 
can be no honest question that, 
taken all in all, the American 
Standard Version presents a text 
more nearly exactly the same as 
that of the original manuscripts 
than the Authorized Version. So, 


though for many reasons. the 
Authorized Version is the better 
for the general reading of the 
average Christian, nevertheless, 
every one who wishes to find the 
exact words of God should have 
and should study the American 
Standard Version. 


There is one glaring misrend- 
ering in the American Standard 
Version. It is found in IT Timothy 
3:16. The American Standard Ver- 
sion reads, “Every scripture in- 
spired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction which is in 
righteousness,” putting the “is” 
after the “inspired of God” in- 
stead of before it as in the Auth- 
orized Version. There is absolutely 
no warrant for this change. It is 
utterly indefensible. It should read 
“Every scripture is inspired of 
God and is profitable for teach- 
ing, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness.” 
But the fault in that case is not 
in the Greek text upon which the 
American Standard Version is 
built, but upon the translation of 
the text. There is no question 
about the Greek text even in this 
case, 


‘ Many uncertainties about the 
meaning of various passages in 
the Bible would be easily settled 
if we would just look at the more 
correct text as given in the 
American Standard Version. Take 
as an illustration, I Thessalonians 
5:22. The Authorized Version 
renders this “abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil;” the Revised 
Version renders it “abstain from 
every form of evil.” While the 
Greek text King James translators 
and the revisers used is the same, 
there is no room for doubt that 
the English text in the American 
Standard Version gives the true 
sense of the Greek text better 
than the Authorized Version. We 
are not so much to “abstain from 
the appearance of evil” but from 
what is actually evil, and from 
in which it appears, “every form 
of evil.” 


IV. Find Out the Most Exact 
and Literal Meaning of 
the Text 


The fourth principle of correct 
Bible interpretation is, Find Out 
the Most Exact and Literal Mean- 
ing of the Text. It is one of the 
most firmly established principles 
of law in England and in America 
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that ‘‘a law stands as it is writ- 
ten,” i. e., that a law means exact- 
ly what it says and is to be in- 
terpreted and enforced just as it 
reads. This is just as good a prin- 
ciple for interpreting the Bible 
as for interpreting law. 


‘ If Shailer Mathews and the 
rest of the higher critics and 
‘new theoiogy” men were practic- 
ing law and should try in any 
court of justice to interpret laws 
as they interpret the Bible, they 
would be laughed out of court. It 
is no wonder that the one who 
has done more to prick the irides- 
cent soap bubbles of the higher 
critics and new theology men than 
any one else was a brilliant law- 
yer, knighted by King Edward for 
his eminent legal talents, my late 
intimate and beloved friend, Sir 
Robert Anderson. The primary 
meaning of any passage of Scrip- 
ture, just as the meaning of any 
law on our statute books, is the 
literal meaning, unless it is per- 
fectly plain from the context or 
from other Scripture or from the 
manifestly figurative character of 
the passage that something else 
than the literal sense is intended. 


Those who do not wish in any 
particular case to accept what 
God actually says, including some 
who really are scholars, who ought 
to know better, often take refuge 
from the plain meaning of a text 
by saying, “Oh, but you know 
‘the letter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life,’” by which they mean 
the literal sense of a passage, the 
interpretation that takes God as 
meaning just what He says, kills, 
but a “spiritual” interpretation, 
i. e&., an interpretation that makes 
God mean something He does not 
say, gives, life. 

If any one will look up Paul’s 
words, “the letter killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life’ (II Cor. 3:6, 
R.V.) in their context, he will 
see that Paul never dreamed of 
such an interpretation or applica- 
tion of his words as these men 
give to them. It is clear as day 
from the context that what Paul 
meant was that the mere written 
letter, “written... with ink” (vs. 
3) or engraven “in tables of stone’ 
killed, but the Word of God writ- 
ten “with the Spirit of the living 
God” on our hearts (“in tables 
that are hearts of flesh’) gives 
life. These men who thus misuse 
II Corinthians 3:6 call those who 
hold fast to the actual liberal 
meaning of the words “deadly lit- 
eralists.”’ But if that kind of liter- 
alism is ‘‘deadly,” then Paul him- 
self, the very one who wrote these 
words, was one of the most ‘‘dead- 
ly litepalists” the world has ever 
known; for Paul constantly insist- 
ed upon the literal meaning of 
words and would build an argu- 
ment upon the tense, number or 
case of a word used. 


A very distinguished Hebrew 
scholar, a professor in a leading 
American theological seminary, 
once tried to work this interpreta- 
tion of II Corinthians 3:6 on me. 
In a friendly discussion I had 
driven him into a corner by quot- 
ing a plain statement of God’s 
Word. He could not escape, but 
tried to by the subterfuge of say- 
ing, “But you know ‘the letter 
killeth, but the spirit giveth life.’ ”’ 
I replied, ‘Now professor, do you 
really think that is what Paul 
means by those words?” And he 
frankly said, “No, I know it is 
not.” 

Another very easy and very 
common way of reading out of 
the Bible what God has put into 
it, is for men to say when they 
are driven into a corner by some 
plain passage that they do not 
wish to believe, “Oh, that is figur- 
ative,” by which they mean it 
does not mean what it says, but 


-‘}you can take it to mean what- 


ever you like. 


That is a very common way 
nowadays with the postmillennial- 
ists of reading out of the Bible 
what God so plainly says in it 
about the personal, visible, bodily, 
imminent coming again of our 
Lord Jesus. It is outrageous trick- 


ery, unworthy of any one who has’ 


sense enough to subordinate his 
own crude and fallible opinions to 
the plain teaching and infinite 
wisdom of God’s Word. When 
statements are plainly figurative, 
of course, interpret them as fig- 
ures, but even then remember 
that figures stand for facts, and 
that God’s figures never-everstate 
the facts, and never misinterpret 
the facts, and that an honest 
man’s figures never mean just 


the opposite of what they seem 


to teach. 

The most plain and obvious 
meaning of any passage in the 
Bible is always to be preferred to 
a subtle and ingenious one; for the 
Bible was written for plain, hon- 
est-minded, humble-minded, com- 
mon folk and not for a few sub-. 
limated mystics. Did not Jesus 
Himself say, “I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou didst hide these things 
from the wise and understanding, 
and didst reveal them unto babes: 
yea, Father, for so it was well- 
pleasing in thy sight’? (Matt. 11: 
25, 26, R. V.). Well, do not for- 
get it. 


A man who really was a great 
scholar once said at a Bible con- 
ference, “I think the best method 
of Bible study is the baby 
method,” by which he meant just 
what Jesus Christ means here, 
that God reveals His truth to the 
humble, teachable mind, to the one 
who comes to Him as a babe. Re- 
member how Jesus said again, 
“Except ye be converted, and bé- 
come as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matt. 18:3). 


V. Note the Exact Force of 
Each Word Used 


The fifth principle of correct 
Bible interpretation is, Note the 
Exact Force of Each Word Used. 
Remember that the Bible is God's, 
Word and that God always says 
exactly what He means, no more, 
no less. Remember that the Bible 
is verbally inspired; i. e., that the 
Holy Spirit, the unerring Spirit of 
God led the Bible writers in the 
choice of every word they wrote, 
led them to write the word that 
exactly expressed what was in 
the mind of God, or, as Paul puts 
it, “Which things also we speak, 
not in words which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, but which the 
Spirit teacheth; combining spirit- 
ual things with spiritual words” 
(I Cor. 2:13, R. V.). Note every 
word and the exact force of every 
word. 

Take, for example, Revelation 
2:10: “Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee the 
crown of life.” Now this is con- 
stantly interpreted as meaning 
that we are saved by being faith- 
ful unto death, but it does not 
say. so. It says, “Be thou faith- 
ful unto death, and I will give 
thee the crown of life.” It tells 
us, not the way io ve saved, but 
the way to obtain the crown. 

Take Luke 6:30, R. V., “Give 
to every one that asketh thee.” 
This is constantly interpreted as 
if it meant “Give to every one 
that asketh thee, just what he 
asks,’ but it does not say so; it 
says, “Give to every one that ask- 
eth,’ but does not specify what 
to give to him. And it means 
exactly and literally what it says, 
It is far better to give some men 
advice than it is to give them 
mofey. The whole context shows 
we are to take God as our example 
in our giving and in all else that 
we do, and while God gives to 
every one that asks, He certainly 
does not always give even to His 
own children, the very thing we 
have asked. 

Take Ephesians 4:30, ‘Grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God, in 
whom ye were sealed wnto the day 
of redemption.” This is constantly 
interpreted as meaning that we 
are not to “grieve away the Holy 
Spirit.” But it does not say so. So 


grieve away — Fale Spirit, it 
tells us in the last part of the 
verse that we cannot, “in whom ye 
were sealed wnto the day of re- 
demption.” But while we cannot 
grieve Him away, if we are chil- 
dren of God, we can grieve Him, 
and alas, we do. 


VI. Interpret the Words Used 
in Any Verse According 
to Bible Usage 


The sixth great principle of cor= 
rect Bible interpretation is, In- 


terpret the Words Used in Any 
Verse According to the Bible Us- 
age of those words. Some people 
when they find any word in the 
Bible, run off for Webster’s Dic- 
tionary or the Standard Dictionary 
to find out just what the word 
means. No, go to the Bible. Take 
your coneordance and look up 
every passage in which the word 
in question is used and you will 
have God’s definition of its means 
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ing. For example, take the word 
“death.” In Romans 6:23 we read, 
“For the wages of sin is death; 
but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jefus our Lord.” 
What does “death” mean here? 
Many run off to a dictionary and 
decide it means “‘cessation of exist- 
ence,” but take your Bible and 
concordance and go. through the 
Bible and you will find it means 
nothing of the kind in the Bible. 
God Himself defines the ‘death’ 
which is the ultimate result of 
sin in Revelation 21:8: “But the 
fearful, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolators,.and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake which burn- 
eth with fire and brimstone: which 
is the second death.” 


A man came into my office in 
Minneapolis. This text was hang- 
ing among others upon the wall 
and he read, “The wages of sin 
‘qs death,’ and then turned to me 
and said, “Do you believe that?”’ 
I knew the man was an annihila- 
“*tjonist and said, ‘‘Yes, sir, I believe 
it, but do you know what ‘death’ 
means?” and then I,stook my 
Bible and showed him that his 
understanding of the word “death” 
was not the Bible meaning and I 
think I convinced him of his error. 


Take the word “sanctify,” a 
word of very frequent occurrence 
in the Bible. Many define the 
word for themselves and take it 
to mean “to make absolutely holy 
in character,” and build up a 
whole system of theology, and an 
utterly false system of theology, 
on their wrong definition. If they 
“would take their. Bibles and con- 
‘cordances and look up every one 
of the very many passages in the 
Bible where this word is used, they 
would find that the primary mean- 
ing of “to sanctify” is “to set 
apart for God,” and so they would 
find that the Bible teaching on 
this exceedingly precious and im- 
portant subject of sanctification 
‘jis entirely different from what 
they suppose. 

- Just so with the word “justify” 
and a multitude of other words. 
When you are in doubt as to the 
exact meaning of any word in the 
‘Bible, take your concordance and 
Jook up every verse in the Bible 
where this word is used and you 
will see just what the word means. 


VII. Interpret the Words of 
Each Author in the Bible 
With a Regard to the 
Particular Usage of 
That Author 


The seventh principle of correct 
Bible interpretation is closely con- 
nected with the sixth. It is, Inter- 
pret the Words of Each Author im 
the Bible with a Regard to the 
Particular Usage of that Author. 
While God is the real Author of 
‘every book in the Bible, He used 
the individual personality of each 
man He employed to write the 
various books which make up His 
own Word. So we should find how 
the particular writer that we are 
studying uses any word. 


For example, James does not 
use the words “‘faith” and “‘believe” 
in the exact sense Paul uses them, 
nor in the exact sense in which 
John uses them. When James talks 
about “believing” he means a 
mere intellectual conviction of the 
‘truth, and so he says, “the 
demons also believe, and shudder” 
(Jas. 2:19, R. V.). 

Paul speaks of “believing” as a 
conviction that governs a man’s 
whole inner life, his intellect, his 
“emotions, and his will; so he says 
in Romans 10:9, 10, R. V.: “Tf 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe 
in thy heart that God raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved: for with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and 
- with the mouth confession is made 
‘unto salvation.” And he said to 
the Philippian jailer in Acts 16:31, 
R. V., “Believe on the Lord Jesus, 
-and thouw shalt be saved.” 

John, too, when he speaks of 
“believing” means a conviction to 
which a man utterly, unreservedly 
and gladly surrenders himself. So 
he says in John 20:31, R. V., 
“These are written, that ye may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing 
ye may have life in his name.” 
~And he says in I John 5:1: “Who- 
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soever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is begotten of God,” and 
four verses farther down, “Who is 
he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus 
is the Son of God.” 


VIII. Interpret Individual 
Verses With a Regard 
to the Context 
The eighth principle of correct 
Bible interpretation is, Interpret 


Indwidual Verses With a Regard 


to the Context. Many a _ verse 
might mean two or three or more 
different things if it stood alone, 
without any setting; but in the 
connection in which it is found 
in the Bible, taking note of what 
goes before and what comes after, 
it cannot mean but one of these 
three or four different things. So 
we must notice carefully what 
comes before the verse we are 
studying and what comes after it 
if we are to find out the exact 
meaning of the verse before us. 

For example, take Acts 2:39, 
R. V., “For to you is the promise, 
and to your children, and to all 


that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call 
unto him.” Now what is “the 
promise’ to which reference is 
made in this passage? Some say 
it is the promise of salvation; 
others say it is the promise to the 
individual of the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit. Which is right? If 
the verse stood alone either one 
might be right. But when we 
look at it in its context, only 
one is seen to be the true sense. 
Read the verse that goes im- 
mediately before, “And Peter 
said unto them, Repent ye, and 
be baptized every one of you 
in the name .of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall recewe the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.” Then he goes on 
immediately to say, “For unto 
you is the promise’—what prom- 
ise? The promise, of course, of 
which he has just spoken, “the 
promise of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Take John 14:18, R. V.: “I will 
not leave you desolate: I come 


,| unto you.” To what coming does 


this refer, to the second coming 
of Christ, or to His coming in the 
Holy Spirit to dwell in their 
hearts? It might mean either, if 
it stood alone. But if you will 


read the two verses that im- 
mediately precede and the five 
verses immediately following, you 
will see it refers to His coming 
in the Holy Spirit to dwell in their 
hearts. He says in the verses that 
immediately precede, “And I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another comforter, that he 
may be with you for ever, even 
the Spirit of truth: whom the 
world cannot receive; for it be- 
holdeth him not, neither knoweth 
him: ye know him; for he abideth 
with you, and shall be in you.” 
Then He says, “I will not leave 
you desolate: I come unto you.” 
This becomes even clearer in the 
verses that follow where He 
speaks of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit in which He will manifest 
Himself to them and will come 
and make His abode with them. 


IX. Interpret Individual Pas- 
sages in the Light of Parallel 
or Related Passages 


The ninth principle of correct 
biblical interpretation is, Interpret 
Individual Passages in the Light 
of Parallel or Related Passages. 
The meaning of many passages in 
the Gospels Whose meaning seems 
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14 and has a power of 2,500 watts. 
Its programs now reach Western 
and Central Europe and behind 
the iron curtain in 8 different 
languages. 


When the expansion plans are 
finished the staff will number 28 
and the station’s power will be 
increased to 10,000 watts. One im- 
provement will be a directional 
antenna giving the station an ef- 
fective radiated power of 100,000 
watts. Plans are to beam pro- 
grams. directly to Communist 
Yugoslavia as soon as the direc- 
tional antenna is set up. 


Paul Freed recently toured 
Spain and met several of those 
saved as a result of their broad- 
casts. They have heard from over 
500 towns in Spain alone—folks 
there who have written them after 
hearing the broadcasts, wanting 
further information. 


If you would like to know more 
about this work of faith, write 
the International Evangelism, 
Inc., P.O. Box 31, Greensboro, 
North Carolina. 
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doubtful would be settled at once 
if one would only read the parallel 
passages in another Gospel. 

Take for example, Luke 14:26, 
27, R. V.: “If any man cometh 
unto me, and hateth not his own 
father, and mother, and wife, and 


_ children, and brethren, and sisters, 


vea, and his own life also, he can- 
not be my disciple. Whosoever 


doth not bear his own cross, and 


come after me, cannot be my 
that looks hard. 
it has puzzled more people than 


almost any other passage in the 


Bible. But turn to the parallel 
passage, Matthew 10:37, 38, and 
it is all cleared up. “He that loveth 
father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me; and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me. And he 
that doth not take his cross and 
follow. after me, is not worthy of 
me.’ So it is evident that our 
Lord Jesus used the word “hate” 


- in Luke 14:26, 27 in a sense in 


which it is used a number of 
times in the Bible, as a compara- 


_ tively less love. Our love for God_| 


should be so immeasurably su- 
perior to our love to even the 
dearest of our earthly relatives 
that in comparsion with our love 


to God our attitude toward them 
should be like aversion, or turn- 
ing away from them. 


Take John 14:3, R. V., “I come 
again, and will receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye 


may be also.’’ Now our Lord might 


refer to His coming again to re- 
ceive us at death, or He might re- 
fer to His second coming. To 
which does He refer? Another 
passage clearly and unmistakably 
answers the question, I Thes- 
salonians 4:16, 17, R. V.: “For the 
Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven, with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first; then we 
that are alive, that-are left, shall 
together with them be caught up 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.” 

There are four points in each 
statement; they exactly cover one 
another and make it clear that 
Paul's words are an inspired com- 
mentary on our Lord’s’ words. 
Jesus says, “I come again;” Paul 
says, “The Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven, with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God.” Jesus 
says, “And will receive you unto 
giyself;”’ Paul says, “We... shall 
... be caught up in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air.” Jesus 
says, “That where I am, there ye 
quay be also;” Paul says, “So shall 
ave ever be with the Lord.” Jesus 
says in introducing this promise, 
“Let not your heart be troubled;” 
Paul says in closing, “Wherefore 
comfort one another with these 
avords.” 

Take Matthew 13:33, R.V.: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto 
Jeaven, which a woman took, and 
hid in three measures of- meal, till 
}f was all leavened.” Now some 
say this means that the kingdom 
of God, the truth of God and the 
Gospel of God, are going to grad- 
ually grow and spread until they 
pervade the whole world. Others 


say that the leaven represents the 


corrupt doctrine, that the woman, 
an apostate church, mixes in the 
children’s bread and which multi- 
plies like the yeast germs until the 
whole life and doctrine of the 
church is leavened. Which is 
right? 

‘Turn to I Corinthians 5:6-8, 
F..V., and you get God’s answer 
io this important question: “Know 
ve not that a little leaven leaven- 
eth the whole lump? Purge out 
the old leaven, that ye may be a 
mew lump, even as ye are unleav- 
ened, For our passover also hath 
been sacrificed, even Christ: 
wherefore let us keep the feast, 
not with old leaven, neither with 
the leaven of malice and wicked- 
ness, but the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.” This is an 
Inspired commentary on our Lord’s 
words and makes it as clear as 
day that the “leaven” refers to 
corruption, error, and sin. 

The Bible itself is the very best 
commentary on the Bible. There is 
not a doubtful or difficult passage 
in the Bible anywhere that some 
other passage does not clear up 
and explain, if we seek long 


enough for it. The best book to 
help you in finding these other 
passages that clear up uncertain- 
ties and solve difficulties is the 
Treasury of Scripture Knowledge. 
Of several possible explanations of 
a passage, choose the one in har- 
mony with the general teaching 
or trend of the Bible. 

If any one received a letter from 
me that had a statement in it 
that was capable of two interpre- 
tations, one of which was in har- 
mony with the general trend of 
my letter and my other writings, 
and one of which was utterly at 
variance with the general trend of 
my letter and with my other writ- 
ings, he would not hesitate for 
one moment to give that interpre- 
tation that was in harmony with 
the general teaching and trend 
of my letter and of my other writ- 
ings, and just so we ought to act in 
interpreting the Bible. This does 
not mean that we-are to distort 
and twist a passage out of its ob- 
vious meaning so there may be 
no apparent contradiction between 
it and some other clear passage in 
the Bible. 


One of the most vicious prin- 
ciples of Bible interpretation is 
that we must reconcile every pas- 
sage with the teaching of every 
other passage. As the Bible is the 
revelation of an infinite mind that 
presents all sides of the truth, it 
is inevitable that there should be 
in it two lines of truth which it 
is perfectly easy to reconcile in 
a mind of infinite wisdom, but 
which we in our limitations of 
thought. and _ onesidedness' of 
thought, cannot reconcile at all. 
So, for example, we are not to 
try to explain away the clear 
teaching of the Word of God as 
to the sovereignty of God on the 
one hand, nor the clear teaching 
of the Word of God as to the 
freedom of the human will on the 
other hand. But if there are sev- 
eral very easily possible interpre- 
tations of a passage and one fits 
in more harmoniously with the 
general teaching and trend of the 
Bible. than the other that is the 
one to be accepted. 


X. Interpret Obscure Passages 
in the Light of Passages 
That Are Perfectly Plain 


The tenth principle of correct 


Biblical interpretation is, JYnter- 
pret Obscure Passage in the Light 
of Passages that are Perfectly 


Plain. Many do just the opposite 
thing. There will be a number of 
passages, the meaning of which is 
as plain as day. There will be 
another passage which is more or 
less obscure, and they will ignore 
all these perfectly plain passages 
and try to explain them away in 
the uncertain light of the obscure 
passage, Just the other procedure 
would be the rational one. 

‘Take, for example, I Corinthians 
9:27, R. V.: “I buffet my body, 
and bring it into bondage: lest by 
any means, after’ that I have 
preached to others, I myself 
should be rejected” (rather, be 
disapproved). Now this might 
seem to imply a fear on Paul’s 
part that even after his faithful 
work he might be lost (taking the 
exact force of the words and look- 
ing up their biblical usage, we 
find that the verse even when 
taken alone cannot possibly teach 
this), but there are numerous 
passages in the Bible which make 
it plain as day that Paul enter- 
tained no fear whatever of such 
a character, He says in II Timothy 
1:12, R. V.: “For which cause I 
sulfer also these things: yet I 
am not ashamed; for I know him 
whom I have believed, and I am 
persuaded that he is able to guard 
that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.’ And he 
says in II- Timothy 4:18, R. V., 
“The Lord will deliver me from 
every evil work, and will save me 
unto his heavenly kingdom: to 
whom be the glory for ever and 
ever,” 

And our Lord Jesus Christ dis- 
tinctly said in John 10:28, R. V., 
“I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, and no 
one shall snatch them out of my 
hand,” And in I John 2:19, R.V., 
John says, “They went out from 
us, but they were not of us; for 
if they had been of us, they would 
have continued with us: but they 
went out, that they might be made 
manifest that they all are not of 


* 
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us,” thus distinctly: teaching that 
when one is really born again he 
will not fall away. 


XI. Interpret Any Passage in 
the Bible as Those Who 
Were Addressed Would 

Have Understood It 


The eleventh principle of cor- 
rect biblical interpretation is, Jn- 
terpret Any Passage in the Bible 
as Those Who Were Addressed 
Would Have Understood It. Words 
that were addressed to any people 
were intended to be understood by 
them. There may be exceptions to 
this principle, but they are rare. 


An illustration of an exception 
is found in John 2:19, R. V., 
where he says, “Destroy this tem- 
ple, and in three days I will raise 
it up.” John tells us Jesus was 
speaking of the temple of his 
body, but the Jews would not have 
so understood it. In this case our 
Lord Jesus was not speaking for 
the present moment but for the 
days that were to come. This John 
explains in the 22nd verse where 
he says, “When -therefore he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he spake this; 
and they believed the scripture, 
and the word which Jesus: had 
said.” ; 

In interpreting the Bible we 
need to have a knowledge of the 
times and places and customs 
where the words were spoken. For 
example, our Lord said to Peter 
in Matthew 16:19, R. V., “I will 
give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatso- 
ever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven,” 
Now this was perfectly understood 
by those to whom he said it, be- 
cause they knew the customs of 
the day. When one graduated from 
one of the rabbinical classes, he 
was given by the rabbi a “key” to 
indicate that he was now ready 
to open the secrets of the king- 
dom; and so our Lord promised 
to Peter “the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven” .to indicate that 
Peter would be able to open the 
truth of the kingdom of heaven 
to men. We see Peter using the 
keys with the Jews on the day of 
Pentecost and with the Gentiles 
in the household of Cornelius. 
There was another well-known 
usage of the day that explains the 
remainder of the verse. The words 
“bind and loose” were used con- 
stantly of the rabbis as referring 
to “forbidding and permitting.” 
For example, Shammai, a very 
strict rabbi, was said to “bind,” 
or “forbid” what Hillel, a more 
generous and liberal rabbi, was 
said to “lose,” or “permit.” 


XII. Interpret What Belongs 
to the Christian, as Belong- 
ine to the Christian; What 

Belongs to the Jew, as Be- 

longing to the Jew, and 

What Belongs to the 
Gentiles, as Belonging 
to the Gentiles 

The twelfth principle of correct 
biblical interpretation is, Jnter- 
pret What Belongs to the Chris- 
tian, as Belonging to the Christian, 
What Belongs to the Jew, as Be- 
longing to the Jew, and What 
Belongs to the Gentiles, as Belong- 
ing to the Gentiles. One of the 
commonest causes of misinterpre- 
tation of the Bible is the taking 
what is said, or what applies, to 
one class of people and applying 
it to another class. 

Take, for example, Romans 8: 
30, R. V., “Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or anguish, or perse- 
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword?” Now this-is dis- 
tinctly said, as the context eolear- 
ly shows, of the believer, of the 
one who is “foreordained,” ‘‘call- 
ed,” “justified.” Many take it as 
teaching that nothing can separate 
anybody “from the love of Christ.” 
It teaches nothing of the kind. 


XIII. Interpret Each Writer 
With a View to the Opinions 
the Writer Opposed 


The thirteenth principle of cor- 
rect biblical interpretation is, In- 
terpret Each Writer with a View 
to the Opinions the Writer Op- 
posed, That is to say, in inter- 
preting Paul, when he is opposing 
the Judaizing tendencies in cer- 
tain circles of his day, we should 
bear that in mind in interpreting 
his -epistlés;; for” example, -in in- 
terpreting the Epistle to the Ro- 


‘mans and the Epistle to the Ga- 
latians. 

When we. are __ interpreting 
James, we should bear in mind 
that he was opposing the antino- 
mians of his day, those who taught 
that if a man believed correctly 
about Christ, he was under no 
moral obligations, he could live as 
he pleased and yet be a saved man. 

In interpreting John in his First 
Epistle, we should bear in mind 
that he was opposing the gnostics 
of his day who were degrading 
Christianity by combining it with 
a fantastic philosophy, very like 
to the philosophy of ‘Christian 
Science,” and in some forms of 
gnosticism the philosophy of “The- 
osophy.”’ 


XIV. Interpret Poetry as 
Poetry and Interpret 
Prose as Prose 


The fourteenth principle of cor- 
rect biblical interpretation is, Jn- 
terpret Poetry as Poetry, and In- 
terpret Prose as Prose. For ex- 
ample, in interpreting the 18th 
Psalm, we should bear in mind 
that it is largely highly poetical, 
a remarkably vivid, poetic descrip- 
tion of a thunderstorm in which 
God put forth His power in de- 
fense of His servant. The highly 
poetical character of the Psalm 
should be kept in mind in inter- 
preting the Psalm; for example, 
the 8th verse, “There went up a 
smoke out ef his nostrils, And 
fire out of his mouth devoured: 
Coals were kindled by it.” Now 
this is not to be taken literally as 
representing God as a Being: out 
of whose nose literally there pour- 
ed forth smoke, and fire out of His 
mouth. It is a wonderfully vivid 
and highly poetical description of 
a thunderstorm. Some people have 
no poetic sense and do everything 
in a matter-of-fact way. 

The story is told of a man of 
this hopelessly prosaic type of 
mind who read the well-known 
verse, “There are books in brooks, 
sermons in stones and good in 
everything,” and he at once made 
this criticism ‘‘that is not what 
the ewriter meant to say. What 
he meant to say was that there 
are sermons in books, stones in 
brooks and good in everything.” 


Poetry should be interpreted as 
poetry. That is not to say it does 


not mean what it says, but it says. 


it in a figurative way and some- 
times in a vividly -pictorial way, 
that represents an idea by pic- 
ture. 


But while we interpret poetry 
as poetry, we should interpret 
prose as prose. It is just as grave 
a breach of every sensible law of 
interpretation to interpret prose 
as poetry as it is to interpret 
poetry as prose. This is one of 
the outstanding faults of many 
of the so-called “modern” inter- 
preters of the Bible. They find 
a statement in the Bible that is 
evidently prose, but it contains 
a truth they do not wish to accept 
and they at once say, “this is fig- 
urative.” They criticize those 
“stupid” people who interpret 
poetry as prose but do not realize 
they are open to just as grave 
criticism for interpreting prose as 
poetry. 


XV. The Holy Spirit Is the 
Best Interpreter of 
the Bible 


The fifteenth principle of cor- 
rect biblical interpretation is, The 
Holy Spirit. Is the Best. Interpreter 
of the Bible. The best interpreter 
of any book is the author of the 
book, and the Holy Spirit is be- 
yond any honest question the 
Author of the Bible: “No pro- 
phecy ever came by the will of 
man: but men spake from God, 
being moved [more literally, be- 
ing ‘borne along,’ or ‘carried a- 
long’| by the Holy Spirit’ (11 
Pet. 1:21, R. V.). This being true, 
of course it admits of no question 
that the Holy Spirit is the best 
interpreter of the Bible, and the 
man who in his study of the Word 
seeks and obtains the illumination 
of the Holy Spirit is a far more 
dependable. interpreter of the 
Word than the greatest scholar 
on earth who is not illumined by 
the Holy Spirit. As we pointed out 
before, “the natural man_ re- 
ceiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto him; and he cannot 
know them, because they are 
spiritually judged” (I Cor. 2:14, 
R. V.). Therefore, no matter how 
well founded . one’s. claims to 


scholarship may be, if he is not a 


'Spirit-taught man his interpreta- 


tiéns of the Word of God are ab- 
solutely valueless. 


The humblest and most unedu- 
cated Christian here who is taught 
by the Spirit of God would be a 
far more competent and reliable 
interpreter of the Scripture than 
the greatest university professor, 
or theological professor on earth 
who was not in right relations to 
God and, therefore, was not taught 
by the Spirit of God. Our Lord 
Jesus said to His disciples on the 
night before His _ crucifixion, 
‘“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he shall guide you 
into all the truth’ (John 16:13, 
R. V.). Now while this promise 
was made primarily to the apostles 
and is a guarantee of their inspira. 
tion and their absolute depend- 
ability as teachers, it also belongs 
in a lesser way to the individual 
believer. John, the beloved disciple, 
himself applies it to the believer, 
He says in I John 2:27, R. V.3 
“And as for you, the anointing 
which ye received |i. e., the Holy 
Spirit] of him [i. e, from 
Christ] abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any one teach you; 
but as his anointing teacheth you 
concerning all things.” 


So in your study of the Bible, 
in your eager desire to discover 
its true meaning, your determina- 
tion to find out the exact mind 
of God, as He has revealed it in 
His Word, ABOVE ALL ELSE SEEK 
THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
The way to get His guidance is to 
ask for it. Our Lord Jesus Him- 
self said, “If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him?” (Luke 11:13, R. V.). How 
often you have thought as you 
have heard some Bible teacher 
who has been especially helpful to 
you, “Oh, if I could only go to 
that man every day and have him 
for my teacher, I would make 
some progress in the knowledge of 
the things of God.” But every 
time you open your Bible alone by 
yourself, you can have a far more 
competent and_ skillful Teacher 
than any human Bible teacher 
this world ever saw. You may have 
the Author of the Book to inter- 
pret it to you, and the greatest 
of all secrets of true interpretation 
of the Word of God is to have the 
Spirit of God for your interpreter 
of the Word. And if you are in 
right relations to God, trusting 
in the finished work of Jesus 
Christ as the sole ground of your 
acceptance before God, looking to 
the Risen Christ to give you daily 
victory over sin, absolutely sur- 
rendered in your will and your 
affections and in your thoughts 
to the will and mind of God, and 
then, ask the Holy Spirit each 
time you open the Word, to come 
and interpret it to you, and really 
mean it, and are wholeheartedly 
willing to accept and act upon 
What the Holy Spirit will’ show 
you, you may have the Holy Spirit 
as. your Interpreter every time 
you open THE Book. 

(From THE IMPORTANCE AND 
VALUE OF PROPER BIBLE STUDY, 113 


pages, paper cover, 35 cents, Moody Col- 
portage Library.) 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


(Rate 25¢ per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy is 
1 three weeks in advance of publication 
ate.) 


PHOTO FINISHING 
12 Jumbos from any size roll developed 25¢ 
with this ad only, SL, SKRUDLAND, Lake . 
Geneva, Wisconsin, 


: FOR SALE 
Two movie screens at sacrifice, 9 x 12 ft. 
silver finished snapon plastic fittings, 
sturdy, aluminum folding frames, Includes 
Separate carrying cases, T. oe seu: Be 
Arlington Ave., Caldwell, New Jersey. 


BIBLE MARKING COURSE 
BIBLE MARKING COURSE. 5 booklets— 
51 themes, Shade verses different colors. 
Place code in margin. Result—Bible be- 
comes ready reference, Sent on 1) day 
approval. If satisfied, remit $2.00, Rev. 
B. T. Johnson, (Dir. of News for the 
Nation Broadcast), First .Baptist Church, 
Box 370, North Battleford, Sask., Canada, 


TAPE RECORDERS 

TAPE RECORDERS WHOLESALE to mis- 
sionaries, churches, schools, and Sword 
of the Lord readers! Unsurpassed in quali- 
ty in their price range. Tapes and exten- 
sian speakers also available. Write today! 
C. & D. Distributors, Box 5116, Orlando, 
Florida. . 


““HEARTACHES? — over broken homes? 
over lost. relatives and friends? Send a 
personal’ Soul winner. Write YOUR MIS- 


‘SIONARY EVANGELIST, 1220 Lipan St, - 


Denver 4, Colorado. 
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